
Freedom… depends on the actions of committed

and courageous men and women.
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Mission Statement
Freedom House is an independent non-governmental organization that supports the

expansion of freedom in the world. Freedom is possible only in democratic political

systems in which governments are accountable to their own people; the rule of law

prevails; freedoms of expression, association, belief, and respect for the rights of mi-

norities and women are guaranteed.

Freedom ultimately depends on the actions of committed and courageous men and

women. We support nonviolent civic initiatives in societies where freedom is denied or

under threat and we stand in opposition to ideas and forces that challenge the right of

all people to be free. Freedom House functions as a catalyst for freedom, democracy

and the rule of law through its analysis, advocacy, and action.

AT RIGHT
Discussion of Freedom House’s

Nations in Transit in Vienna, Austria.
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Volore vel do exer iuscipit wiscilla faciliq uametum sant

aliquipit atis eugait adiamet utat landiamet

—augueratio do con

Freedom House takes the intangible values of freedom and translates them into

a strong tangible impact by combining analysis, advocacy, and action. Guided by

a nonpartisan, diverse board of trustees, Freedom House has forged an innova-

tive model to promote the expansion of democracy and human rights around the

world.

Analysis
Freedom House is widely recognized for its array of studies and reports on global

democratic trends.

Advocacy 
Freedom House helps focus the world’s attention on core issues of freedom and

democracy.

Action 
By providing on-the-ground assistance, Freedom House acts as a catalyst for

sustainable change, providing reformers with the tools they need to advance

democracy in their homelands.
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A Message from our Leadership
Since its founding in 1941, Freedom House has been at the forefront of the movement 

to advance global freedom and to defend human rights. We do this by advocating 

freedom’s cause, analyzing freedom’s trends, and in providing support to those who 

are taking action within their own societies. 

Over the last three and a half decades—and in every part of the globe—freedom 

has increasingly been recognized as the core principle for organizing society. Our 

Freedom in the World survey also found encouraging gains in 2005 across a num-

ber of countries, including in the Middle East, the region historically most resistant 

to change. 

Women are often at the forefront of movements for democracy in many parts of the 

world. In a 2005 special report, Survey of Women’s Rights in the Middle East and 

North Africa: Citizenship and Justice, Freedom House identifi ed the laws, policies and 

practices that restrict women’s full participation in their own societies in that region. 

Freedom House has also engaged directly with groups dedicated to addressing those 

obstacles—including in Jordan, where our work is aimed at reducing domestic vio-

lence, and in the Gulf states, where we are supporting family law reform. 

In the last year, obstacles have multiplied for those who are committed to promoting 

democracy by strengthening civil society. For example, Russia, whose rating was 

recently downgraded to Not Free, and other countries with disappointing ratings have 

taken aggressive actions to try to prevent Freedom House and others from supporting 

the courageous human rights defenders and civic groups in their countries. Freedom 

House continues its efforts to track the serious democratic deterioration that has oc-

curred in Russia, and to urge effective action against policies, including the restrictive 

NGO laws, aimed at crippling Russian civic activism. 

Over 2.3 billion people still live under repressive regimes that widely and systematical-

ly deny their citizens civil liberties and where basic political rights are absent. Among 

the “worst of the worst” regimes is North Korea. To mobilize the international commu-

nity to take action, Freedom House has embarked on a global advocacy campaign to 

raise awareness of the ongoing human rights abuses in North Korea. 

The electoral gains of groups like Hamas and extremist Shiite parties in Iraq have 

triggered doubts about the desirability of promoting democracy. From its founding, 

Freedom House has embodied a bipartisan commitment to American engagement 

in the world in defense of freedom and in support of democracy. The advancement 

of freedom should continue to be a U.S. foreign policy priority. As Iraq has proven, 

deployment of U.S. troops may help to remove a dictator, but it is not a proven way of 

Freedom House 
focuses on a full 

range of political 
rights and civil 

liberties, including 
free… elections, 

respect for freedom 
of expression… and 

a commitment to 
rule of law.

LETTER
4

PH
O

TO
 / FR

EED
O

M
 H

O
U

SE



promoting sustainable democratic change. The U.S. should focus on long-term strategic—but 

fl exible—approaches that are directed at strengthening nonviolent civic and political actors 

within societies. Such initiatives are vital to successful transitions and to achieve more stable 

and genuine democratic systems, as noted in our recently released report, How Freedom is 

Won: From Civic Struggle to Durable Democracy.

To be most effective, the U.S. must act in coordination with other nations, both bilaterally and 

through multilateral fora such as the United Nations and the Community of Democracies. 

Freedom House strongly supported the Secretary General’s plans to reform the UN Human 

Rights Commission, and urged democratically elected governments to work together to ensure 

that membership on the new Human Rights Council is restricted to those countries that have 

demonstrated their commitment to the principles of human rights. 

This is a time of great opportunity, and also of formidable challenges. In this uncertain en-

vironment, we believe, Freedom House is poised to magnify its effectiveness in fulfi lling its 

mission. As you will see in the report that follows, we have an experienced bipartisan Board 

and a talented staff capable of even greater contributions to the advance of freedom. Our re-

cently completed Strategic Plan commits the Board to increasing the level of private funding 

for the organization. We are heartened by the progress we have made to date with our donor 

base. We hope that this report inspires you to help us to meet the extraordinary potential that 

Freedom House has to make the aspirations of people around the world to live in freedom 

into a reality.

Peter Ackerman    Jennifer Windsor

Chairman    Executive Director

Th is is a time of 
great opportunity, 

and formidable 
challenges for those 

who support the 
promotion of 

freedom. Freedom 
House is commit-

ted to meeting those 
challenges.
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Analysis
Freedom House’s rigorous research methodology in monitoring global 

freedom has earned the organization a reputation as the leading source 
of information on the state of freedom around the world. Th rough its 

standard-setting publications, Freedom House calls attention to global 
trends in democracy and shines a public light on dictatorships and abuse.

PROMOTING WOMEN’S RIGHTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Throughout much of the world, women continue to suffer from a denial of fundamental 

rights. In many countries, women do not enjoy full rights of citizenship, equality before 

the law, or protection from abuse. Freedom House recently placed the spotlight on the 

systematic lack of freedom suffered by women in the Middle East through its path break-

ing study, A Survey of Women’s Rights in the Middle East and North Africa: Citizenship 

and Justice. The study, written and edited by a team of leading authorities on women’s 

rights in the Middle East, identifi ed the laws, policies, and practices that stand in the way 

of women’s equal status in the Arab world. Freedom House staff held consultations with 

activists in the region, as well as focus groups to solicit the opinions of ordinary people. 

The study’s goal was to provide women’s rights advocates in the region with an in-

depth, carefully researched, and intellectually rigorous report to support their efforts 

at stimulating reform. The report zeroed in on such crucial issues as women’s inferior 

status in family law, widespread domestic violence, laws and traditions that tolerate 

violence against women, lack of full citizenship rights, and high rates of female 

illiteracy. Follow-up regional strategy workshops were held in Bahrain, Egypt, and 

Yemen. Freedom House has also embarked on a new regional effort to promote 

reform of family law systems throughout the Gulf states, a program which comple-

ments ongoing work in Jordan on the issue of domestic violence.

ANALYSIS
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HOW FREEDOM IS WON

How do societies make the transition from dictatorship to democracy? The study, 

How Freedom is Won: From Civic Struggle to Durable Democracy, focuses on 67 

countries where dictatorships have fallen since 1972. It draws on over 30 years of 

Freedom House data analyzing the state of global freedom and is the most compre-

hensive examination of political transitions ever conducted. The report’s central con-

clusion is that how a transition from authoritarianism occurs and the forces that drive 

the transition will have a major infl uence over the society’s ability to create lasting 

freedom. In large measure, the study fi nds that transitions generated by nonviolent 

civic coalitions lead to far better results for freedom than top-down transitions initi-

ated by elites. The study fi nds that “people power” is a frequent phenomenon, and 

civic coalitions are a major presence in most transitions. In 50 of the 67 transitions, 

or over 70 percent of countries where authoritarian systems fell, nonviolent civic 

resistance was a strong infl uence. 

ANALYSIS
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FREEDOM IN THE WORLD

Freedom in the World sets the standard for the measurement of political 

rights and civil liberties around the world. The Wall Street Journal has 

described it as “the Michelin Guide to democracy’s development.” 

First published in 1973, Freedom in the World enables policymakers and 

scholars to assess the progress of freedom from the Cold War era to the 

post-9/11 period. The importance of Freedom in the World as a tool for 

policymakers has grown signifi cantly since the events of 9/11. Through 

its time series analysis and comprehensive roster of indicators, Freedom

in the World illuminates those regions that suffer from a “freedom defi cit” 

and those issues that pose the greatest obstacles to democracy. The 

Millennium Challenge Corporation now bases its decisions on aid recipi-

ents partly on Freedom House’s political rights and civil liberties ratings. 

COUNTRIES AT THE CROSSROADS

Countries at the Crossroads focuses on the performance of governments in key aspects 

of democratic governance, including respect for human rights, adherence to the rule of 

law, anti-corruption efforts, transparency, and accountability to its citizens. It assesses a 

group of sixty countries, including a number of repressive and poorly-governed states. 

NATIONS IN TRANSIT

Nations in Transit is the only comprehensive and comparative study on the status 

of political reform in the post-Communist world. Published annually from Freedom 

House’s offi ce in Budapest, the Nations in Transit is a crucial source of analysis for 

government offi cials, NGOs, and think tanks in Central Europe and the former Soviet 

Union.

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

Freedom of the Press: A Global Survey of Media Independence covers trends in media 

freedom in 194 countries and territories around the world. The survey rates each country 

on the level of press freedom, and provides a summary of the legal environment for press 

freedom, political infl uences on content, violations against journalists, and economic pres-

sures that restrict the operation of independent media. The press survey focuses much 

of its attention on state efforts to censor or control the Internet, a growing problem that is 

especially acute in repressive states like China, Iran, Cuba, and Zimbabwe.

2005 Freedom House Annual Report
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CAMPAIGN TO RAISE GLOBAL AWARENESS AND
ACTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN NORTH KOREA

North Korea has the dubious distinction of being one of the world’s most repres-

sive regimes with the lowest Freedom House rating on political rights and civil

liberties. Freedom House has been leading an intensive international campaign to

raise awareness of the terrible human rights situation in that country.

Today, twenty-three million Koreans live under one of the worst dictatorships on

the planet, a regime that includes public executions, tens of thousands of North

Koreans held in gulags, and the extensive use of forced labor.

In 2005, Freedom House hosted two major conferences on North Korea—one in

Washington, DC, and another in Seoul, South Korea—to bring international atten-

tion to the issue of human rights abuses.

Freedom House has promoted the work of Kang Cheol Hwan, defector and author

of Aquariums of Pyongyang: Ten Years in the North Korean Gulag, and has worked

closely with the myriad of U.S., European, and South Korean NGOs that promote

human rights in North Korea. In the spring of 2006, Freedom House sponsored a

hearing at the European Parliament in Brussels presenting the testimony of North

Korean defectors to various international policymakers and activists.

Advocacy
Freedom House is a leading advocate for freedom. We give voice to 

the voiceless and press the United States and other governments 
to support the courageous men and women working to fi ght 

tyranny, eliminate injustice, and build honest and responsive 
governments in their own countries.  

AT RIGHT
Author and North Korea

defector Kang Cheol Hwan
speaking at the Freedom

For All Koreans Conference
in Washington D.C.

ADVOCACY
10



PH
O

TO
 / 

FR
EE

D
O

M
 H

O
U

SE



SECURING CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEES FOR
FREEDOM IN IRAQ

Iraq has made incremental progress in political rights and civil liberties since the fall

of Saddam Hussein. In 2005, the country took an important step forward in drafting

and voting on a national constitution. Freedom House, including the organization’s

Center for Religious Freedom, was actively involved in the debate over the Constitu-

tion, applauding its positive features but raising concerns over ambiguous language

which Freedom House feared could serve to weaken the implementation of human

rights guarantees. Freedom House urged President Bush and other Administration

offi cials to use their infl uence to clarify these provisions; the organization has ongo-

ing concerns that some of the fi nal provisions, if

implemented, could become obstacles to secur-

ing human rights and individual liberties in the

new Iraq.

Since the approval of the Constitution, Freedom

House has supported Iraqi civic activists, includ-

ing prominent women’s rights advocates who are

working to ensure that the implementation of the

Constitution reinforces civil and political liber-

ties. Working with the Iraq Foundation, Free-

dom House convened a workshop that brought

democratic activists in Iraq together with a group

of international rights experts, resulting in the

formation of “Iraq Democracy Watch,” an indig-

enous government watch dog organization.

FREEDOM HOUSE URGES INCREASED ATTENTION TO
DEMOCRACY IN AFRICA

Those who care about fate of freedom in our world should focus on Africa today.

Sub-Saharan Africa presents some of the most promising examples of new democ-

racies where fairly elected leaders are providing real opportunities for their citizens

to live as free men and women, as well as some of the most disheartening examples

of political stagnation, democratic backsliding, and state failure. Freedom House has

embarked on a series of efforts designed to devote more attention to Africa and to

support the struggle for democratic progress in the countries in that region.

Iraqi citizens voting in a
general election.

ADVOCACY
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On March 29, 2006, Freedom House hosted a forum, “Africa at the Crossroads” 

designed to address the challenges to further democratization in the continent, and 

to identify more effective and vigorous strategies for the international community to 

support democratic progress in key countries in the region. 

While African leaders have embraced the rhetoric 

of democracy, much needs to be done to facilitate 

greater adherence to the rule of law, and fundamen-

tals of accountability and transparency in the day to 

day operations of governments throughout the region. 

Freedom House is working on a new initiative to 

design an African Institute for Democracy and Rule 

of Law, to provide targeted training to government 

offi cials and other practitioners seeking practical edu-

cation in the fi eld of democracy and the rule of law 

in Africa. To ensure African participation and foster 

African ownership in the design and development of 

the Institute, Freedom House is holding consultative 

meetings and regional planning sessions with govern-

ment offi cials, academic experts, and civil society 

representatives across the continent.

RUSSIA

Russia’s democratic deterioration over the last six years has been extensively docu-

mented by Freedom House in publications, public forums and private meetings with 

policymakers. In late 2005, Freedom House drew together a coalition of NGOs and 

government offi cials actively opposing a new Russian law restricting foreign support 

for civil society. In spite of signifi cant international and Russian domestic pressure, 

President Putin signed a modifi ed version of the NGO law in January 2006 and has 

quickly utilized it to justify crackdowns against already embattled human rights activ-

ists throughout Russia including those engaged in Chechen issues and other con-

troversial topics. Freedom House is committed to ensuring that Russia’s democratic 

back-sliding is not ignored by the international community prior to the impending G8 

summit in St. Petersburg in July 2006.

Freedom House staff member 
Dapo Olorunyomi at Freedom 

House’s 2006 Africa at the 
Crossroads Conference.

2005 Freedom House Annual Report
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PROMOTING UN REFORM ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Freedom House has been outspoken in calling attention to the deterioration of the UN

Commission on Human Rights and the need for a strong Human Rights Council to re-

place it. Working in cooperation with other NGOs, Freedom House has urged the UN

Democracy Caucus to become more active on

the issue—in particular, to support an improved

membership mechanism to the Council. When

presented with a draft text outlining the pro-

posed Council, however, Freedom House parted

with its allies in declaring the text insuffi cient in

guaranteeing that the Council is a genuine im-

provement over its predecessor. During this fi rst

year of the Council’s existence, Freedom House

will continue to work with the UN Democracy

Caucus, with allies, and alone to ensure that

countries that are human rights supporters are

elected to the Council, and that the U.S. remains

engaged on the issue.

MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE CORPORATION

The Millennium Challenge Corporation, the government agency designated to distrib-

ute funds from the U.S. Government’s multi-billion dollar democracy assistance pro-

gram, uses Freedom House data to inform its funding process. In the past year, they

have increasingly drawn on Freedom House fi ndings and expertise in its deliberations.

On multiple occasions, MCC staff asked Freedom House to provide analysis on the

political situations of specifi c countries of interest to the MCC.

Freedom House is committed to sustaining freedom’s momentum. To this end, it

presses the United States and other governments to support freedom’s front-line

defenders—the courageous men and women who are working to give voice to the

powerless, eliminate injustice, and build honest and responsive government.

Freedom House del-
egates from Central

Asia and North Africa to
the UN Commission on

Human Rights annual
meeting in Geneva.

ADVOCACY
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THE FIRST FREEDOM 

Freedom House’s Center for Religious Freedom continued its critical work of raising 

awareness of restrictions on religious freedom and the persecution of religious minori-

ties around the world. The Center has testifi ed and spoken out against the role of the 

government of Saudi Arabia in propagating hate literature and religious intolerance 

through-out the world, and disseminated a detailed analysis of the status of human 

rights under the application of extreme Islamic law in seven countries. The Center 

also continues to highlight ongoing repression against Christian minorities in countries 

such as Vietnam and China. 

Starting in 1998, the Center has worked to as part of the Sudan Coalition to recruit 

and develop strategy for religious groups, students, and rights activists to work for 

peace with religious freedom in Southern Sudan. In 2005, a peace agreement was 

signed that ended Africa’s longest war. 

In 2005, the Center advocated for protection of religious freedom and other human 

rights in the new constitutions of Afghanistan and Iraq.

The Center for Religious 
Freedom in conjunction 

with the North Korea 
Program at a reception 

for Ambassador Jay 
Lefkowitz—the new 

U.S. Special Envoy for 
Human Rights in North 
Korea—in November. 

Pictured from left to 
right are Freedom 

House Chairman Peter 
Ackerman, Senator Rick 
Santorum, Center Direc-

tor Nina Shea, Amb. 
Lefkowitz, Michael Pack 
from the Corporation for 

Public Broadcasting, and 
Rep. Christopher Smith.

2005 Freedom House Annual Report
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MAP OF FREEDOM 2005

1995

76

62

53

191

2000

86

58

48

192

2005

89

58

45

192

Year Under Review

Free
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Total

Global Trends in Freedom
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The Map of Freedom refl ects the fi ndings of Freedom
House’s 2006 survey Freedom in the World. Freedom in the
World is an annual institutional effort that monitors the gains
and losses for political rights and civil liberties in 192 coun-
tries and 14 related and disputed territories. For each coun-
try, the survey provides a concise report on political and
human rights developments, along with ratings of political
rights and civil liberties. Based on these ratings, countries
are divided into three categories: Free, Partly Free, and Not
Free, as refl ected in the Map of Freedom.

In Free countries, citizens enjoy a high degree of political
and civil freedom. Partly Free countries are characterized
by some restrictions on political rights and civil liberties, of-
ten in a context of corruption, weak rule of law, ethnic strife,
or civil war. In Not Free countries, the political process is
tightly controlled and basic freedoms are denied.

In 2005, there were 2.97 billion people living in Free societ-
ies, representing 46 percent of the world’s population. There
were 1.16 billion people living in Partly Free societies, rep-
resenting 18 percent of the world’s population. There were
2.33 billion people living in Not Free societies, representing
36 percent of the world’s population.

2005 Freedom House Annual Report



FREEDOM HOUSE ENGAGES TO ADDRESS GRAVE 
HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES IN UZBEKISTAN 

In Uzbekistan, the community of human rights and democracy activists is under a 

systematic attack by the government. After the May massacre in Andijon, Uzbekistan 

was downgraded in this year’s Freedom in the World to a “7, 7” giving the country 

the worst possible score and adding it to Freedom House’s list of the most repressive 

regimes in the world. Freedom House has responded to the increasing restrictions on 

civil liberties in the country and the Andijon crackdown by offering immediate legal and 

fi nancial assistance to rights defenders who are subject to harassment and imprison-

ment. To amplify the effectiveness of this assistance and promote a sharing of knowl-

edge and experiences, Freedom House is working to link activist organizations within 

Uzbekistan and throughout Central Asia. In the international arena, Freedom House 

has lent its voice to those of the Uzbek people by reaching out to key policymakers 

in the United States and Europe to highlight the extent of the ongoing repression. To 

this end, Freedom House has consulted with the World Bank on its strategy for the 

country, has briefed members of the U.S. Congress, participated in Congressional 

hearings, and met frequently with Administration offi cials. Freedom House has also 

targeted advocacy efforts on the European Parliament, assisting those members of 

Parliament who are pushing for a strong EU stance on the country. 

Action
Working directly with democratic reformers on the front lines of the 

struggle for democracy in their own countries, Freedom House acts as 
a catalyst for freedom by strengthening civil society, defending human 

rights, and facilitating the free fl ow of information and ideas.

AT RIGHT
Uzbek refugees in Sasyk 
Bulak, Kyrgyzstan. Hun-

dreds of Uzbeks took refuge 
in Kyrgyzstan after a May 

13 uprising in the city of 
Andijan was violently put 

down by police and troops. 
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PROMOTING FREE AND PROFESSIONAL MEDIA

Nigerian Journalists Honored

In October 2005 Freedom House honored six courageous investigative reporters in

Nigeria’s fi rst annual human rights reporting award ceremony, named after Africa’s

fi rst Nobel Laureate in literature, Professor Wole Soyinka. While Nigeria boasts an en-

ergetic and vibrant independent media sector, imbalanced or insensitive coverage has

often infl amed confl ict and journalists and editors often lack the training to thoroughly

investigate and expose issues of corruption and government involvement with human

rights violations. Freedom House addresses this problem by training human rights

defenders and journalists in Lagos, Plateau State and Rivers State to identify and fi ll

gaps in human rights reporting.

Kyrgyz Printing Press Still Going Strong

Kyrgyzstan’s only independent printing press celebrated its second anniversary in No-

vember 2005. In a media environment that continues to be dominated by government-

supported entities, even following the “Tulip” revolution that removed former president

Askar Akaev from power in March 2005, the need to support independent sources

of information remains critical. The Media Support Center Foundation that Freedom

House helped establish to run the printing press supports this goal and has grown its

customer base to between 60-80 clients per month.

DEFENDING HUMAN RIGHTS AND SAFEGUARDING
JUSTICE

Mexican Activists Use New Tools to Combat Torture

The disappearances and killings of women in Mexico’s border states are the most vis-

ible examples of systematic human rights violations that remain widespread in Mexico.

While Mexico is a Free country, receiving a ranking of “2, 2” in Political Rights and Civil

Liberties in the Freedom in the World ratings, reforms are needed in the justice system,

especially at the state level. Not only is law enforcement undermined by widespread

bribery and corruption, but torture, arbitrary arrest, and abuse of prisoners remain com-

mon in many regions. Since fi rst opening its offi ce in Mexico in 2003, Freedom House

has worked to expand the quantity and capacity of indigenous organizations in Mexico

that investigate torture cases and other human rights abuses and provide treatment for

victims. Freedom House has provided targeted fi nancial and technical legal assistance

to Mexican NGOs to better enable them to investigate crimes of the past, to assist in

their search for answers, to facilitate the redressing the wrongs of Mexico’s ‘dirty war,’

Freedom House’s Wole
Soyinka’s award for print
journalism, presented by

Mrs. Hafsat Costello at
Freedom House.
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and to combat the status quo of impunity in which exists in too many areas. As a result 

of Freedom House’s assistance, human rights defenders are for the fi rst time using 

new customized software and a documentation database (fi rst piloted in Oaxaca and 

Chihuahua) to systematically document violations both of existing Mexican laws and 

of international treaties and covenants which Mexico has ratifi ed. At the same time, 

professional media training provided by Freedom House to Mexican NGOs has enabled 

local organizations to expand their outreach to international and national media, bringing 

greater attention to the human rights violations that continue in the country. 

Human Rights Defenders in Central Asia and the Caucasus Need Support

Human rights defenders in Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan need further as-

sistance in improving their reputation among the general public, in using media effec-

tively, and even in continuing to improve basic monitoring and documenting capacities 

according to a study conducted by Freedom House. The study, funded by the Open 

Society Institute, was produced using a new human rights defenders assessment 

tool, designed by Freedom House, to evaluate the operating contexts, effectiveness, 

and donor support of human rights defenders. Following the study, Freedom House 

convened a conference of 20 human rights organizations to discuss the fi ndings and 

approaches for improving assistance to human rights defenders in these countries.

Freedom House Supports Grassroots Human Rights Defenders in Kazakhstan

Leading up to the presidential elections in Kazakhstan in December 2005, civil society 

faced increasing pressures from the government in the form of new legislative restric-

tions on freedom of expression, the forced closings of several independent media 

outlets, and the threat of two highly contentious NGO draft laws that would have had 

a signifi cant impact on the ability of NGOs to function. While these laws were not 

passed, in part due to a strong advocacy campaign initiated by Freedom House and 

led by local and international NGOs, Kazakh human rights defenders need to engage 

both the public and policy makers through more effective advocacy at the local and 

national levels. Building on its successful “Practical Application” human rights course, 

Freedom House is working with human rights defenders to form advocacy working 

groups in selected regions and at the national level.

African leaders at the 
Wole Soyinka Awards for 
Investigative Journalists.
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Victims’ Rights Group Work Together on National Reconciliation in Algeria

In the wake of the September 29, 2005, referen-

dum on General Amnesty in Algeria, Freedom

House continues to support cooperation among

human rights and victims’ rights organizations

in that country. Specifi cally, Freedom House

supported trainings and discussions on national

reconciliation and transitional justice, which

resulted in a joint declaration calling for the

establishment of an independent truth com-

mission to pursue reconciliation measures that

entail thorough investigations into human rights

violations perpetrated by both government and

Islamist forces during the civil war.

Jordanian NGOs Participate in “Global Campaign” against Gender Violence

As part of the global campaign “16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence,”

Freedom House sponsored a coalition of Jordanian non-governmental organizations

to conduct advocacy and public awareness campaigns on the issue of preventing

violence against women. The overarching goal of the program is to help activists ad-

vance the women’s rights agenda in Jordan by gaining the skills necessary to work

in coalitions and advocate for change. While the promotion of women’s rights is high

on the Jordanian government’s agenda, signifi cant legal and cultural obstacles to

eradicating violence against women remain and honor crimes remain a signifi cant

problem.

“Voice of Freedom” Network Champions Human Rights in Kyrgyzstan

Amidst the uncertain political and social environment that has emerged in Kyrgyz-

stan following former president Akaev’s removal from power in March 2005, the

“Voice of Freedom” (VOF) network of nearly forty human rights defenders, NGO

and youth activists, lawyers, and journalists has taken a leading role in highlighting

human rights abuses and in helping citizens become engaged in resolving them.

The VOF network, which was created with the support of Freedom House, engages

local citizens with government and local law enforcement agencies in more than

fi fty communities to discuss local issues and ways to resolve them. In addition,

journalists in the VOF network publish numerous investigative reports on human

rights, which are frequently published in print media and reported on in radio and

TV programs.

Freedom House training
participants in Algeria
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Tajik Activists in Push on Human Rights 

While the Tajik government has signed most major international human rights treaties 

and made some progress on human rights, fundamental freedoms are still systematically 

denied. Freedom House is working with local human rights organizations to address major 

issues such as traffi cking in women and the ongoing repression of free speech. Freedom 

House also facilitated the work of human rights defenders in producing a shadow report 

on how Tajikistan is meeting its obligations to the International Covenant on Civil and 

Political Rights (ICCPR). Freedom House sent delegates to the UN in Geneva in October 

to present the ICCPR Shadow Report to the Human Rights Committee.

Latin Americans Share Strategies to Defend Human Rights in Venezuela

With support from Freedom House, human rights professionals from Mexico, Gua-

temala, Peru, Argentina, Costa Rica, Colombia, and Chile have shared experiences, 

strategies, and skills with their counterparts in Venezuela to help them better address 

human rights issues in their increasingly polarized and politicized society. Specifi cally, 

Venezuelan human rights defenders are increasing their capacity to document cases of 

abuse, fi le formal complaints, pursue cases with follow up investigations, and develop 

comprehensive support strategies for legal defense. 

2005 Freedom House Annual Report

PH
O

TO
 / 

FR
EE

D
O

M
 H

O
U

SE



SUPPORTING DEMOCRATIC CIVIL SOCIETY

Serbian NGOs Help Rebuild Ties

While Serbia’s political leaders struggle to reach consensus on key issues such

as the future of the State Union of Serbia and Montenegro (SaM), Kosovo’s

status, and the cooperation with the Hague Tribunal, civil society organizations

continue to move forward with their myriad agendas and infl uence the shaping of

state policies in these and other areas. NGOs have spearheaded several infl uen-

tial initiatives that are helping to normalize relations between SaM, Croatia, and

Bosnia and Herzegovina. One initiative, led by the Center for Regionalism, led to

the establishment of the Association of Multiethnic Cities of Southeast Europe,

through which 38 local governments and 37 NGOs signed onto an Agreement on

Interethnic Tolerance.

Freedom House Encourages European Solidarity with Cubans

The 25th Anniversary of the Polish Solidarity Movement provided an important op-

portunity to both remember the courageous struggle of Polish democracy activists

that paved the way for the collapse of communism in Eastern Europe, as well as to

build solidarity with those activists around the world still engaged in a struggle to

attain greater freedom. Freedom House sponsored the participation of two former

activists from Cuba at the 25th Anniversary of the Solidarity Conference, organized

by AEI, and co-sponsored by Freedom

House, and others in Gdansk, Poland.

Working with European partners to

raise the profi le of the plight of the

Cuban democracy movement in Eu-

rope, Freedom House also supported

a conference in Warsaw on EU policy

towards Cuba and a second gathering,

in cooperation with FRIDE, in Brus-

sels, to discuss European and Ameri-

can policies toward Cuba.

Cuban State Security
agents ordering citizens to
disperse from the Tribunal
where dissidents were be-

ing tried in Mach 2003.
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Exporting Reform Experience from 

Eastern Europe

Substantial democratic reforms have 

taken hold in much of Central and Eastern 

Europe, while efforts to implement reforms 

to the south and east still need a helping 

hand. Through its Regional Networking 

Project, Freedom House continues to of-

fer that help by supporting the transfer of 

experience from Central Europe to coun-

tries further south and east via cross-border 

democratic initiatives and exchanges. One 

such initiative transfers methods for build-

ing advocacy campaigns and infl uencing 

policy-makers from Slovakia, Bulgaria, and 

St. Petersburg, Russia, to young human 

rights activists in Russia.

Ukrainian Civil Society Works to Ensure that Elections Stay Free and Fair

In an eventful year following the equally tumultuous presidential elections that 

installed Viktor Yushchenko as President, Ukraine embarked upon a diffi cult reform 

path while at the same time preparing for parliamentary and local elections. Free-

dom House works with civil society to address the critical issues of bolstering citizen 

participation in and fairness of elections. To this end, Freedom House supported 

international and domestic election observation, a large-scale voter education 

campaign, public service announcements, and training for NGOs leading up to the 

March 2006 parliamentary and local elections. 

Ukraine Uses Polish Experience in Reform 

While Ukraine now occupies much of the eastern border of the European Union, 

civil society organizations (CSOs) are able to transfer Polish transition experience to 

Ukraine through Freedom House’s “Poland-America-Ukraine Cooperation Initiative” 

(PAUCI). PAUCI provides fi nancial and networking support to CSOs in the areas of 

advocacy for closer integration with European and Euro-Atlantic structures, imple-

mentation of administrative and local government reform processes, adoption of 

international and EU business standards, application of internationally recognized 

ethical standards in public life, and youth empowerment.

2005 Freedom House Annual Report

Participants at Freedom 
House workshop on women’s 

rights in Cairo, Egypt.
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Stewardship and Partners

Freedom House, Inc.

Willkie
Memorial of

Freedom
House, Inc.

Freedom House
of Ukraine Combined

Support and Revenue:

 Federal Grants  $20,248,012*  $ — $ —  $ —  $20,248,012

 In-kind contributions  4,389,874  — — —  4,389,874

 Private Grants  972,250 — 159,326 116,913  1,248,489

 Contributions  963,417 — — —  963,417

 Investment income (loss)  24,106  (29,217) — —  (5,277)

 Other income  202,851 — — —  202,851

 Total Revenue and support  26,800,344  (29,217) 159,326 116,913  27,047,366

Expenses:

 Program services 24,281,249 — 126,540 88,500 24,496,289

 Supporting services:

 Management and general  2,406,199 — — — 2,406,199

 Fund-raising  249,203 — — — 249,203

 Total expenses  26,936,651 — 126,540 88,500 27,151,691

 Change in net assets (136,307) (29,217) 32,786 28,413 (104,325)

Net Assets:

 Beginning 1,960,913 3,787,105 48,852 —  5,796,870

 Ending  $1,824,606  $3,757,888 $81,638  $28,413  $5,692,545

Freedom House FY2005 Income Statement

Combining Statements of Activities and Changes in Net Assets for Freedom House, Inc. and its Affi liates

Period Ending June 30, 2005

Freedom House
of Romania

FISCAL YEAR 2005 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

STEWARDSHIP
26

* Note: 40.62% of federal funds are passed-through to subrecipients



ASSETS

Current Assets

 Cash and cash equivalents  $2,602,315  $ -— 81,638  $28,413  $2,712,366

 Investments  451,069  3,757,888 -— -—  4,208,957

 Receivables  1,996,131 -— -— -— 1,996,131

 Prepaid expenses  71,645 -— -— -— 71,645

 Furniture and equipment, net  91,342 -— -— -— 91,342

 Security Deposits 99,131 -— -— -— 99,131

 $5,311,633  $3,757,888 81,638  $28,413  $9,179,572

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

Current Liabilities

 Accounts payable and
 accrued expenses

 $902,353  $-—  $ —  $902,353

 Refundable advances  2,492,526 -— -— -— 2,492,526

 Deposits payable 25,681 -— -— -— 25,681

 Deferred rent  66,467 -— -— -— 66,467

 3,487,027 -— -— -— 2,685,169

Net Assets

 Unrestricted 1,503,772 3,757,888 81,638 28,413 5,371,711

 Temporarily restricted 320,834 320,834

1,824,606 3,757,888 81,638 28,413 5,692,545

 $5,311,633  $3,757,888 $81,638  $28,413  $9,179,572

Freedom House FY2005 Balance Sheet

Combining Balance Sheets for Freedom House, Inc. and its Affi liates

Period Ending June 30, 2005

Freedom House, Inc.

Willkie
Memorial of

Freedom
House, Inc.

Freedom House
of Ukraine Combined

Freedom House
of Romania
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$100,000+
Mr. Peter Ackerman
International Center for Nonviolent 

Confl ict 
The Bradley Foundation
The Lilly Endowment
The Schloss Family Foundation
The Smith Richardson Foundation
Mr. John C. Whitehead
The William and Flora Hewlett 

Foundation
U.S. Agency for International 

Development
U.S. Department of State

$50,000 to $99,999
The Annenberg Foundation
The John S. and James L. Knight 

Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999
Anonymous
Citigroup
Ms. Joan Tobin

$10,000 to $24,999
Mr. Ned Bandler- The Bridgewood 

Fieldwater Foundation 
The Duff Foundation
Eli Lilly and Company
The F.M. Kirby Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Theodore J. Forstmann
The Freedom Forum
Mr. John Levine
Mr. Edwin W. Schloss
The WM Rosenwald Family Fund
The World Press Freedom 

Committee

$1,000 to $9,999
Ms. Jacqueline Adams
Mr. Ken Adelman
Ms. Nancy Blakeman
Mr. Murray Buttner
The Cashin Family Fund
Mr. Wayne Cooper
The Daniels Family 

Thanksgiving Fund
The DHR Foundation
The Dow Jones Foundation
Mr. Richard Eaton 
Mr. Stuart Eizenstat
Mr. Jeffrey C. Gore 
The Harman Family Foundation
Mr. Phillip D. Harvey
Mr. Robert D. Hormats
The Hunt Alternative Fund
Ms. Katherine Dickey-Karol

Mr. Farooq Kathwari
Ms. Bette Boa Lord
Mr. Donald Marron
The MeadWestvaco Foundation
Thomas Melia and Amy Conroy
Morgan Stanley
Mr. David Nastro
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick J. and 

Christina H. O’Rourke
Mr. Mark Palmer
Ms. Elizabeth Rohatyn
Mr. B. Francis Saul
Stax Research Inc.
Ms. Barbara Vogelstein
Mr. Wendell L. Willkie
Mr. R. James Woolsey

$500 to $999
Mr. Alan P. Dye
Mr. Thomas Foley
Mr. Henry Louis Gates
Mr. and Mrs. Charles and 

Tobi Gati
Mr. Andrew J. Guenthner
Mr. Jack Joyce
Amb. Max M. Kampelman
Ms. Irena Kirkland
Mr. Kevin Klose
Ms. Mara Liasson
Ms. Diana Negroponte
The Simmons Family Foundation
Ms. Barbara Walters

$499 and Under
Mr. Christopher C. Andrews
Mr. John Arents
Ms. Susan Arnold
Mr. and Mrs. Bum Han and 

Jung Sook Bae
Bank of America 
Mr. Melvin Barger
Mr. Scott Bender
Mr. Frank P. Berg
Mr. and Mrs. J. Daryl and 

Rosemarie Charles
Mr. Paul J. Cohen
Ms. Alison Cohen 
Ms. Kelly Ann Coughlin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert and 

Laurie Lee Cusick
Mr. Guy G. Davis
Mr. Thomas J. Donovan
Mr. Glen Duncan 
Mr. William Edgerly
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel and 

Eleanor Ehrenhalt
Ms. Sarah Feinstein
Mr. Edward Foulke
Mr. Ray Frankel
Mr. Michael S. Fuss
Mr. James C. Geist

Mr. Ian Gillespie
Mr. and Mrs. Martin and 

Mildred Gilman
Mr. Anand Gnanadesikan
Ms. Joan Kemler
Mr. Archibald E. King, Jr.
Mr. Paul Kinnison
Ms. Jeane Kirkpatrick
Mr. Leonard Klein
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert and 

Deborah Krasnow
Ms. Darlene M. Kunze
Mr. Anthony Lake
Mr. Stallworth McGowin Larson
Mr. Edward Lebow
Mr. Dai Hoon Lee
Mr. Guenter Lewy
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert and Barbara 

Magdison
Mr. Peter Marcus
Mr. Darin P. Marshall
Ms. Virginia Martin
Mr. Jay J. Mazur 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph and Virginia 

McSpedon
Mr. Larry Miller
Mr. Jonathan Norton Moore
Mr. Daniel Morris
Mr. Andrew J. Nathan 
Mr. and Mrs. Carlos and Helina 

Piano
Mr. Jeff Poland
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy and 

Tamara Preiss
Mr. and Mrs. George Putnam
Mr. Daniel Roberts 
Ms. Marjorie G. Rosen
Mr. and Mrs. Ed and 

Pam Rosenthal
Mr. Stanley Rothman
Mr. and Mrs. Chester B. and 

Arlene Lisky Salomon
Mr. Robert A. Scalapino
Mr. Mark Schulte
Mr. Richard Sheehy, Jr.
Mr. Daniel H. Sheingold
Mr. Jeffrey L. Styles
Mr. and Mrs. James and Samia 

Sullivan
Mr. John Stearns Thomsen
Mr. Randolph Tritell
Mr. Kirsten Vasquez
Mr. Arthur Waldron
Mr. and Mrs. Chris and Dilara 

Walker
Mr. and Mrs. Josiah F. and 

Ruth G. Wedgwood
Ms. Caroleen Williams
Mr. Daniel Young
Mr. Donald Zeiller
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen and 

Tina Zeltmann
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2005 OFFICE LOCATIONS
Washington, D.C. offi ce
1301 Connecticut Ave. NW, Fl. 6
Washington, D.C. 20036
Tel. (202) 296 5101
Fax: (202) 293 2840

New York offi ce
120 Wall Street, Fl. 26
New York, NY 10005
Tel. (212) 514 8040
Fax (212) 514 8055

Hungary offi ce
Kristie Evenson
 Director, Freedom House Europe
Falk Miksa utca. 30 IV/2
1055, Budapest, Hungary
Tel. 361 354 1230
Fax: 361 354 1233

Jordan offi ce
Frances Abouzeid 

Country Director, Jordan
P.O.Box 811946
11181 Amman, Jordan
Tel. 962 6 551 8421
Fax: 962 6 552 1482

Kazakhstan offi ce
Antonio Stango

Project Director for Kazakhstan Human 
Rights Training and Support Program

20 Kurmangazy Street, Suite 1
480021 Almaty, Kazakhstan
Tel. 7 3772 611 262
Fax: 7 3272 503 903

Kyrgyzstan offi ce
Stuart Kahn

Project Director for Kyrgyzstan Human 
Rights Support Program

204 Abdrakhmanov Street, 4th Floor
720040 Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 
Tel. 996 312 66 46 36 
Fax: 996 312 62 08 30

Kyrgyz Printing Press
Mike Stone

Project Director, Kyrgyz Printing Press 
Program

1b Gorkogo Street
Bishkek Kyrgyzstan
Tel. 996 312 53 00 00
Fax: 996 312 53 19 36

Freedom House’s 
Nigeria Offi ce Staff, 

Volunteers, and Partners 
(Freedom House)

2005 Freedom House Annual Report

Mexico offi ce
Scott Charlesworth

Team Leader and Victims of 
Torture Project Director

Claire Mason
Director, Human Rights Defender Project

Humberto Henderson
Senior Technical Advisor for Latin 
American Program

Avenida Mexico #69 
Colonia Hipodromo Condesa, 
06170 Mexico D.F., Mexico 
Tel. (52 55) 5211 6860 
Fax: (52 55) 5211-6855

Nigeria offi ce
Dapo Olorunyomi
 Project Director for Nigeria
24 Omotayo Ojo Street, off Allen Ave.
Ikeja, Lagos, Nigeria
Tel. 234 1 721 6079

Poland offi ce
Jan Pieklo
 PAUCI Director
Ul. Solec 48, 3rd fl oor 
00382 Warsaw, Poland 
Tel. (48 22) 625 4846 
Fax: (48 22) 625 7154

Romania offi ce
Cristina Guseth
 Offi ce Director
B-dul Mircea Eliade 18 et. 4
Bucharest, Romania
Tel. 4021 253 2838
Fax: 4021 231 5232

Serbia and Montenegro offi ce
Lloyd Tudyck

Project Director, Serbia and 
Montenegro

Ul. Francuska 5, Fl. IV, Apt. 12 
11000 Belgrade, Serbia & 
Montenegro
Tel. 381 11 2187 064 
Fax: 381 11 2637 637

Tunisia offi ce
Mohsen Marzouk
 Project Director for Algeria
B.P. 22, 2091, El Menzah 6 
Tunis, Tunisia 
Tel. 00 216 71 861 190 
Fax: 00 216 71 860 075

Ukraine offi ce
Svetlana Franchuk
 Director Freedom House Ukraine
Juhani Grossman
 Project Director
Vul. B. Khmeltnitskoho 68, Apt. 68 
01030 Kyiv, Ukraine 
Tel. (380 44) 235 7560 
Fax: 380 44 235 8411

Uzbekistan Offi ce
Branka Sesto
 Project Director-Uzbekistan
Okilov Street 29A
Tashkent, Uzbekistan 700031
Tel. 998 71 120 5880
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Bernard Aronson
Thomas S. Foley
Malcolm S. Forbes, Jr.
Theodore Forstmann
Henry Louis Gates, Jr.
Sidney Harman
Robert Hormats
Samuel P. Huntington
John T. Joyce
Max M. Kampelman (Chairman Emeritus)
Farooq Kathwari
Jeane J. Kirkpatrick
Anthony Lake
Nancy Lane

Mara Liasson
Bette Bao Lord (Chairman Emeritus)
Jay Mazur
Michael McFaul
John Norton Moore
Azar Nafi si
David Nastro
Andrew Nathan
Nina Rosenwald
David M. Rubenstein
Arthur Waldron
Ruth Wedgwood
Wendell L. Willkie II

Executive Committee

Peter Ackerman, Chairman
Stuart Eizenstat, Vice-Chairman
Mark Palmer, Vice-Chairman
Walter J. Schloss, Treasurer
Ned W. Bandler, Secretary, Governance

and Ethics Offi cer

Jacqueline Adams
Kenneth L. Adelman
Alan P. Dye
Kathryn Dickey Karol
Diana Villiers Negroponte
P. J. O’Rourke

Jennifer L. Windsor, Executive Director

Thomas O. Melia, Deputy Executive Director

Carlyle F.H. Hooff, Chief Operating Offi cer

Paula Schriefer, Director of Programs

Arch Puddington, Director of Research

Jennifer Koliba, Director of Finance

Lisa Davis, Deputy Director of Programs;
Director of Rights

Chris Walker, Director of Studies

Kathleen Brahimi, Director of Development

Jae Ku, Project Director, North Korea

Xavier Utset, Project Director, Cuba

Momar Diop, Project Director, Africa Institute

Joseph McSpedon, Senior Program Manager

Alexander Gupman, Senior Program Manager

Kim Hedge, Program Coordinator

Mariam Memarsadeghi, Senior Program
 Manager

Sarah Jedrzejczak, Senior Program Manager

Aili Piano, Editor, Freedom in the World

Karin Deutsch Karlekar, Editor, Freedom of
the Press Survey

Sarah Reppuci, Editor, Countries at the
 Crossroads

Jeannette Goehring, Editor, Nations in Transit

Richard Sauber, Of Counsel



For more information, please visit www.freedomhouse.org

Your Support Makes a Diff erence!
Contributions are accepted via personal checks or credit card. Freedom House is a

non-profi t, nopartisan organization that relies on tax-deductible grants and donations

under Section 501(c)(3) of the IRS.

Please send your donation to:

Freedom House

1301 Connecticut Ave. NW Fl. 6

Washington, DC 20036
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