TRCSG Sailor Reenlists Aboard Spanish Ship Alvaro
de Bazan
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By Journalist 2nd Class Kimberly R. Stephens, USS Theodore Roosevelt Public Affairs
ABOARD USS THEODORE ROOSEVELT (NNS) -- USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71)
Operations Specialist 2nd Class Keison Hunt reenlisted aboard the Spanish ship Alvaro de
Bazan (F 101) in the Persian Gulf Oct. 2.
Hunt is currently part of the U.S. Communications Assistance Team (CAT) that has been
assigned in the integration of Bazan into the Theodore Roosevelt Carrier Strike Group
(TRCSG).
Bazan is the first European ship with the Aegis weapons system and is assisting the
TRCSG with Maritime Security Operations in the Gulf.
"I decided to reenlist on the Spanish ship because I knew that I would be the first U.S.
Navy Sailor to do it, and it was going to be a once-in-a-lifetime experience," said Hunt.
It was also a first-time experience for many of the Spanish Sailors and officers on board
Bazan to witness this type of ceremony.
"It has been an honor for me to preside over this ceremony on board my ship," said Bazan
Commanding Officer Cristobal Gonzalez-Aller La Calle. "We don't have this kind of act for
re-enlisting in the Spanish Navy, so it has been an interesting experience from which we
can learn and maybe apply in a similar way."
Hunt�s dedication in working with Bazan's CAT team has been an essential part of TR's
Operations Department�s endeavor to meet the challenge of joint operations.
"In spite of the language 'barrier,' the interaction has been good, especially with our
communications team," said La Calle.
"I thought that it was a good experience because not many U.S. Sailors get the chance to
be a part of another military. The Spanish crew was very friendly, and I enjoyed every
moment of being on this ship," said Hunt.
Alvaro de Bazan is currently working with TRCSG in support of Maritime Security
Operations (MSO) in the Persian Gulf. MSO sets the conditions for security and stability
in the maritime environment as well as complement the counter-terrorism and security
efforts of regional nations. MSO deny international terrorists use of the maritime
environment as a venue for attack or to transport personnel, weapons or other materials.
For related news, visit the USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71) Navy NewsStand page at
www.news.navy.mil/local/cvn71/.
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RELATED PHOTOS
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050715-N-8163B-020 Atlantic Ocean (July 15,
2005) - The Spanish Navy frigate Alvaro De
Bazan (F 101) conducts a close quarters exercise
near a U.S. Navy guided missile destroyer while
underway in the Atlantic Ocean. U.S. Navy photo
by Photographer's Mate Airman Eben Boothby
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