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TOP 10 FINDINGS 
ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller Arab Youth Survey 2012 

 

 ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller’s fourth annual survey of Middle East youth remains the 
largest study of its kind of the largest demographic in a region where two-thirds of the 
population is under the age of 30 
 

 The survey is commissioned by ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller to provide evidence-based 
insights into the evolving hopes, concerns and aspirations of Arab youth – providing 
governments, the private sector and civil society institutions with critical information 
and analysis to inform decision-making and policy formation 

 

 The Fourth Annual ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller Arab Youth Survey covers 12 Middle East 
countries: the six Gulf Cooperation Council states (Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE), Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq and, for the first time, Libya and 
Tunisia 

 

 2,500 Arab men and women between the ages of 18-24 participated in extensive face-
to-face interviews; exclusively nationals in each of the surveyed countries participated in 
the survey 

 

 The fieldwork for the 2012 survey was conducted between December 2011-January 
2012 by international polling firm Penn Schoen Berland (PSB), one year after the start of 
the events of the Arab Spring 

 

 The research is geographically representative of each participating country, with 
fieldwork conducted in a range of significant population centres as well as capital cities, 
with the sample reflecting each country’s socio-economic make-up insofar as possible 
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Top 10 Findings of the ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller Arab Youth Survey 2012 
 

1. FAIR PAY AND HOME OWNERSHIP DISPLACE DESIRE FOR DEMOCRACY AS 
TOP PRIORITY 
Young people in the Middle East say that being paid a fair wage and owning 
their own home are their two highest priorities – displacing their previous 
number-one priority, living in a democratic country 
 

2. HIGH COST OF LIVING REMAINS THE GREATEST CONCERN AMONG ARAB 
YOUTH  
One year after the start of the Arab Spring, the rising cost of living is the 
greatest concern among youth across the Middle East 

 

3. ARAB YOUTH SAY THAT LACK OF DEMOCRACY AND CIVIL UNREST ARE THE 
BIGGEST OBSTACLES FACING THEM & THE REGION  
Arab youth identify two equally significant and closely linked obstacles facing 
the Middle East today 

 
4. REGIONAL YOUTH SEE THE ARAB SPRING AS A POSITIVE DEVELOPMENT AND 

NOW FEEL GREATER OPTIMISM ABOUT THE FUTURE 
Young people in the Middle East feel strongly that the region is better off, and 
so are they personally, as a consequence of the Arab Spring; they also 
continue to believe that things in their country are going in the right direction 

 

5. ARAB YOUTH FEEL AN INCREASED SENSE OF TRUST IN GOVERNMENT BUT 
HAVE HEIGHTENED CONCERNS ABOUT CORRUPTION  
Nearly three-quarters of Middle East youth believe their government has 
become more trustworthy and transparent since the events of the Arab Spring 
– at the same time that concerns about corruption have increased 
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6. THE ARAB SPRING WILL NOT SPREAD FURTHER, ACCORDING TO THE 
REGION’S YOUTH  
Less than one-quarter of Middle East youth believe that protest movements 
will spread to new countries; among those who believe that such movements 
will spread, Jordan, Morocco and Algeria are seen as the most likely sites of 
protests 
 

7. TRADITIONAL VALUES ARE BEING INCREASINGLY CHALLENGED BY A 
MODERN OUTLOOK 
A majority of young people in every Middle East state agrees that traditional 
values are paramount; however, the percentage of youth who say that such 
values are outdated and need to be replaced continues to increase 

 

8. THE UAE IS SEEN AS A MODEL NATION BY MIDDLE EAST YOUTH 
When Arab youth look across the region and the world, they see the United 
Arab Emirates as the country where they would most like to live – and as the 
country they would most like their own nation to emulate 

 

9. ARAB YOUTH SEE FRANCE MOST FAVOURABLY AMONG ALL FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES; VIEWS OF CHINA AND INDIA ARE ALSO INCREASINGLY POSITIVE 
One year after the start of the Arab Spring, young people in the Middle East 
have changed some of their views of major foreign powers, and now look 
more favourably upon France, China and India 

 

10.  NEWS CONSUMPTION SKYROCKETS, TV VIEWERSHIP DECLINES & BLOGS ARE 
BOOMING 

After a period of enormous political change, Arab youth are following the 
news far more keenly than ever before – but less frequently on television 
and more often on the Internet; they have also developed a passion for 
the blogosphere 
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Top 10 Findings of the ASDA’A Burson-Marsteller Arab Youth Survey 2012 
 

1. FAIR PAY AND HOME OWNERSHIP DISPLACE DESIRE FOR DEMOCRACY AS TOP 
PRIORITY 
Young people in the Middle East say that being paid a fair wage and owning their 
own home are their two highest priorities – displacing their previous number-one 
priority, living in a democratic country:  
 

 82% of all youth surveyed say that being paid a fair wage is “very important” to 
them, up from just 63% in 2011  
 

 Of note, being paid a fair wage is not only the highest collective priority among those 
surveyed, but is also the highest individual priority in each of the 12 countries 
surveyed 
 

 Being paid a fair wage is especially important to young people in Oman, where 90% 
say this is “very important” to them, followed by Jordan (87%) and Libya (85%) 
 

 Owning their own home is the second-highest priority for Arab youth, with 65% of 
those surveyed saying this is “very important” to them, a slight increase from 61% in 
2011 
 

 Home ownership is of special significance to Lebanese youth, 75% of whom say this 
is “very important,” followed by Egypt (71%), Tunisia and Bahrain (67% each) 
 

 Importantly, living in a democratic country – which, according to the results of the 
2011 and earlier Arab Youth Surveys, was the highest priority for young people – is 
now the third-highest priority for regional youth 
 

 58% of Arab youth now say that living in a democratic country is “very important” to 
them, down from 68% in 2011 
 

 Living in a democratic country remains “very important” to youth in Egypt (75%), 
Libya (68%) and Saudi Arabia (68%) 
 

 Living in a democracy is least important to youth in Iraq – where only 46% of those 
surveyed say this is “very important” to them – followed by Bahrain (48%) and Oman 
(49%) 
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2. HIGH COST OF LIVING REMAINS THE GREATEST CONCERN AMONG ARAB YOUTH  
One year after the start of the Arab Spring, the rising cost of living is the greatest 
concern among youth across the Middle East:  
 

 63% of Arab youth say that they are “very concerned” about the rising cost of living, 
up from 57% last year, when this issue was also their greatest concern 
 

 Concern about the cost of living is most acute in Tunisia, where 74% of youth say 
they are “very concerned” about this issue, followed by Libya (68%) and Egypt (65%) 
 

 Similarly, when asked what is the biggest challenge facing the Middle East today, the 
rising cost of living is again the number-one choice – cited by 54% of all youth 
surveyed, up from 46% in 2011  
 

 Youth in the GCC and in countries outside the Gulf are nearly equally concerned 
about this:  56% of GCC youth say the rising cost of the living is the biggest challenge 
facing the Middle East, while 52% of non-GCC youth share this sentiment 
 

3. ARAB YOUTH SAY THAT LACK OF DEMOCRACY AND CIVIL UNREST ARE THE 
BIGGEST OBSTACLES FACING THEM & THE REGION  
Arab youth identify two equally significant and closely linked obstacles facing the 
Middle East today: 
 

 41% of Arab youth say that the lack of democracy is the biggest obstacle facing the 
region; an equal percentage identify civil unrest as the biggest obstacle  
 

 Youth in the GCC see civil unrest (44%) as a very slightly larger obstacle for the 
region than the lack of democracy (43%) 
 

 However, young people elsewhere in the Middle East say that the lack of democracy 
is a greater obstacle (40%) than civil unrest (37%) 
 

 Saudi Arabian youth are most concerned about civil unrest (55%), while young 
Egyptians are most concerned about the lack of democracy (55%) 
 

 Additional obstacles identified by regional youth include the Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict and lack of Arab unity (27% each) and lack of political direction (23%) 
 

 Interestingly, Tunisian youth identify the Palestinian-Israeli conflict as the number-
one obstacle facing the region (36%), while their peers in Libya say that a lack of 
Arab unity is the greatest obstacle (30%) 
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4. REGIONAL YOUTH SEE THE ARAB SPRING AS A POSITIVE DEVELOPMENT AND NOW 
FEEL GREATER OPTIMISM ABOUT THE FUTURE 
Young people in the Middle East feel strongly that the region is better off, and so 
are they personally, as a consequence of the Arab Spring; they also continue to 
believe that things in their country are going in the right direction: 
 

 72% of Middle East youth agree that, following the events of the Arab Spring, the 
region is better off today; 68% of Arab youth say that, following the Arab Spring, 
they are personally better off now than they were a year ago 
 

 An even greater percentage of Arab youth (71%) say that, as a result of the uprising, 
they believe that they will be better off five years from now 
 

 Among those countries impacted by protest movements, Libyan youth believe most 
strongly that the region is better off today, with 84% agreeing with this claim and an 
equal percentage saying they are personally better off now than they were a year 
ago, compared with 63% and 72%, respectively, in Tunisia 
 

 Today, 62% of Arab youth believe that things in their country of residence are going 
in the right direction, up from 58% in 2011 
 

 Youth in the GCC see their individual countries as increasingly moving in the right 
direction, with 74% agreeing with this characterisation, compared with 68% in 2011; 
confidence among non-GCC youth remains stable at 50%, compared to 49% in 2011 
 

 Optimism among Egyptian youth has nearly doubled in the last 12 months: 74% of 
young people in Egypt now believe that things in their country of residence are going 
in the right direction, up from just 38% in 2011 
 

 Lebanese youth remain the most pessimistic in the region, with only 33% agreeing 
that things in their country of residence are going in the right direction, down from 
35% in 2011; Tunisian youth are almost equally pessimistic, with just 35% believing 
that their country is heading in the right direction 
 

 When asked, “Since the start of 2011, do you think things in your country of 
residence are now heading in the right direction or the wrong direction,” 56% of all 
youth surveyed say their country is moving in the right direction 
 

 Interesting, in response to this question, male respondents are more optimistic than 
are female respondents, with 58% of young Arab men saying that their country of 
residence is moving in the right direction, compared to 50% of female respondents 
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5. ARAB YOUTH FEEL AN INCREASED SENSE OF TRUST IN GOVERNMENT BUT HAVE 
HEIGHTENED CONCERNS ABOUT CORRUPTION  
Nearly three-quarters of Middle East youth believe their government has become 
more trustworthy and transparent since the events of the Arab Spring – at the 
same time that concerns about corruption have increased: 
 

 72% of young people across the Middle East believe that their government has 
become more trustworthy and transparent since the Arab Spring; in each of the 12 
countries surveyed, a majority agree with this claim 
 

 Faith in improved governance standards is highest in Libya, where 86% of youth say 
their government has become more trustworthy and transparent, followed by Saudi 
Arabia (84%) and Bahrain (80%) 
 

 Nevertheless, 42% of Arab youth say that corruption in government and public life is 
one of the biggest challenges facing the Middle East, up from just 16% in 2011, 
representing the second-greatest challenge facing the region today 
 

 Youth in Egypt are by far the most concerned about this issue, with 66% saying that 
corruption is the biggest challenge; Lebanese youth are also notably concerned 
about corruption (47%), as are their peers in Oman (45%) 

 
6. THE ARAB SPRING WILL NOT SPREAD FURTHER, ACCORDING TO THE REGION’S 

YOUTH 
Less than one-quarter of Middle East youth believe that protest movements will 
spread to new countries; among those who believe that such movements will 
spread, Jordan, Morocco and Algeria are seen as the most likely sites of protests: 
 

 In the wake of the Arab Spring and amidst ongoing civil conflict in Syria, only 24% of 
regional youth believe that protests will spread to further Middle East nations 
 

 59% of respondents say they do not believe such protests will spread, while 17% say 
they do not know if this will occur 
 

 Among the 24% of Arab youth who believe that protests will spread to further 
Middle East nations, Jordan is seen as the regional state where such activities are 
most likely to occur next, followed by Morocco and Algeria  
 

 Tunisian youth believe most strongly that protest movements will continue to spread 
in the region, with 56% agreeing with this claim, followed by Iraq (30%) and Libya 
(28%) 
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 Youth in Egypt see the smallest likelihood of protests spreading, with only 11% 
agreeing with this claim, followed by young people in the UAE (12%) and Kuwait 
(17%) 
 

 More generally, young people in the GCC are less likely to believe that protests 
movements will spread, with only 19% agreeing with this claim, than are their peers 
outside the Gulf, 28% of whom agree that protests will spread 
 

7. TRADITIONAL VALUES ARE BEING INCREASINGLY CHALLENGED BY A MODERN 
OUTLOOK 
A majority of young people in every Middle East state agrees that traditional 
values are paramount; however, the percentage of youth who say that such values 
are outdated and need to be replaced continues to increase: 
 

 65% of Arab youth agree with the claim that “traditional values mean a lot to me and 
ought to be preserved for generations to come,” a significant decline from 83% last 
year 
 

 However, a majority of young people in each of the surveyed countries agrees with 
this claim, with the highest importance placed on traditional values in Libya (82%), 
the UAE (79%) and Saudi Arabia (78%) 
 

 While a majority of Tunisian youth agree that “traditional values mean a lot to me 
and ought to be preserved for generations to come,” 44% say that “traditional values 
are outdated and belong in the past” 
 

 Iraqi youth are also decidedly split on this question, with 58% in favour of traditional 
values and 42% believing that modern values should be promoted 
 

 41% of youth in Jordan and Qatar say that “traditional values are outdated and 
belong in the past,” while 59% in both of these countries argue that that “traditional 
values mean a lot to me and ought to be preserved for generations to come” 
 

 GCC youth believe slightly more strongly in the importance of traditional values 
(68%) than do their peers outside the Gulf (63%) 
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8. THE UAE IS SEEN AS A MODEL NATION BY MIDDLE EAST YOUTH 
When Arab youth look across the region and the world, they see the United Arab 
Emirates as the country where they would most like to live – and as the country 
they would most like their own nation to emulate: 
 

 Asked which country in the world they would most like their own country to be like, 
the UAE is the top choice among Arab youth, named by 40% of respondents, 
followed by Turkey (28%), Saudi Arabia (18%) and Qatar (16%) 
 

 Young Saudis feel most strongly that they would like their country to be like the UAE, 
with 50% agreeing with this choice, closely followed by young Libyans, 48% of whom 
also cite the UAE as the country they would most like their own country to be like 
 

 Turkey is seen as a very positive national role model by 42% of Egyptian youth, 33% 
of whom also say that they would like their country to be like Saudi Arabia  
 

 When asked in which country in the world would they most like to live, the UAE is 
also the top choice, with 33% of regional young people citing this Gulf state, 
followed by France (17%), the United States and Turkey (16% each) and Saudi Arabia 
(14%) 
 

 Among all the countries surveyed, Lebanese youth would most strongly prefer to live 
in the UAE, with 43% of young people in Lebanon saying that the UAE is the country 
where they would most like to live 
 

 Young Egyptians also strongly aspire to live in the UAE, with 38% of Egyptians 
wishing to live in the Gulf state; Egyptian youth are also strongly attracted to the 
idea of living in Saudi Arabia (28%) and Turkey (28%) 
 

 Among all the populations surveyed, Tunisian youth are most strongly attracted to 
living in the United States, which is cited by 28% of Tunisians as the country where 
they would most like to live, while just 8% of Egyptian share the same sentiment 
 

 When asked which country’s model of growth and development would they most like 
their country to follow, the United Arab Emirates is once again the first choice, with 
27% of Arab youth citing the UAE 
 

 Libyan youth feel most strongly that the UAE is the right model of growth and 
development, with 36% of young Libyans agreeing with this claim 
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 Young Emiratis, for their part, see the United States as a positive model of growth 
and development, with 25% of UAE youth agreeing with this statement, as do 25% of 
their peers in Lebanon 

 

 Other countries cited by Arab youth as models of growth and development include 
the United States and China (19% each), France and Germany (17% each), Turkey 
(16%) and the United Kingdom (12%) 
 

 Perhaps unsurprisingly, Emirati youth are the most positive among all nations 
surveyed when it comes to confidence in their nation’s ability to compete 
internationally, with 84% of young people in the UAE saying that they feel their 
country can compete on a world stage 
 

 Less obvious is the Arab state with the second-highest level of self-belief: Libya, 
where 80% of young people say they feel their country can compete on a world 
stage, followed by Oman and Saudi Arabia (68% each) 
 

 Lebanese youth feel most strongly that their country is lagging behind the rest of the 
world, with 54% agreeing with this claim, followed by Egypt (44%) and Tunisia (42%) 

 
9. ARAB YOUTH SEE FRANCE MOST FAVOURABLY AMONG ALL FOREIGN COUNTRIES; 

VIEWS OF CHINA AND INDIA ARE ALSO INCREASINGLY POSITIVE 
One year after the start of the Arab Spring, young people in the Middle East have 
changed some of their views of major foreign powers, and now look more 
favourably upon France, China and India: 
 

 Young people in the Middle East today view France most favourably among all (non-
Arab) foreign nations, with 46% of respondents saying they are “very favourable” 
towards that nation, compared to 39% in 2011 – when the UK was the most 
favourably viewed foreign country (43%) 
 

 France is now viewed especially favourably by young Libyans (63%), Egyptians (61%) 
and Qataris (61%), but least favourably by young UAE nationals, with just 28% of 
them holding a “very favourable” view of France 
 

 Meanwhile, the UK is now seen much less favourably than it was last year, with just 
34% of young Arabs holding a “very favourable” view of that country; likewise, views 
of the US are less favourable than they were one year ago, with 31% of respondents 
viewing that country “very favourably,” compared to 41% in 2011 
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 Views of the UK are by far most positive in Egypt, where 58% of respondents have a 
“very favourable” view of the country, and least positive in the UAE, where just 15% 
of respondents have “very favourable” view 
 

 Positive perceptions of Germany have increased considerably since last year, with 
44% of Arab youth saying they have a “very favourable” view of that country, 
compared to 34% in 2011 
 

 Meanwhile, perceptions of major Asian powers continue to become relatively more 
favourable: 41% of respondents now have a “very favourable” view of China, 
compared to just 27% in 2011 
 

 “Very favourable” views of China are especially pronounced in Egypt (61%), Iraq 
(58%) and Libya (52%) 
 

 Likewise, India is viewed more favourably, with 28% of Arab youth holding a “very 
favourable” view of the world’s second-most populous country, up from 25% in 2011 
 

 Perceptions of India are especially positive in Egypt, where 42% hold a “very 
favourable” view of that Asian nation, and Lebanon, where 34% share that same 
sentiment 
 

10. NEWS CONSUMPTION SKYROCKETS, TV VIEWERSHIP DECLINES & BLOGS ARE 
BOOMING  
After a period of enormous political change, Arab youth are following the news far 
more keenly than ever before – but less frequently on television and more often 
on the Internet; they have also developed a passion for the blogosphere: 
 

 One year after the Arab Spring, Middle East youth have dramatically increased their 
news consumption habits, with 52% of regional young people now saying they 
update themselves on news and current affairs every day – up from just 18% in 2011 
 

 Television remains the most important source of news for Arab youth, with 62% of 
respondents saying their turn on the TV to get their news – but that number has 
declined from 79% in 2011 
 

 While fewer young Arabs may be watching television, it remains the most-trusted 
news source, with 49% of respondents saying that TV news channels are the news 
source they trust most, a significant decline compared to 60% in 2011 
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 Young Tunisians and Omanis follow the news most closely, with 76% in both 
countries saying they update themselves on current events on a daily basis, closely 
followed by youth in Bahrain, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia (75% each) 
 

 While youth in the UAE follow the news least avidly, with 63% saying they update 
themselves daily, that figured has doubled from 2011, when just 31% said they 
updated themselves on current affairs every day 

 

 Over the same period, daily newspapers witnessed a massive decline in popularity 
among regional youth, with just 32% of respondents saying the get their news from 
newspapers, compared to 62% last year 
 

 Among young people, print magazines appear to be nearing obsolescence, with just 
6% saying they get news from magazines, compared to 17% in 2011 
 

 Meanwhile, more young people in the Middle East than ever before find the news 
they need online, with 51% saying they get their news on the Internet, up from 42% 
in 2011; however, trust in online news sources remains low, at just 18%, up from 
11% last year 
 

 This trend is in line with increased Internet usage among Arab youth, 82% of whom 
say they now generally use the Internet on a daily basis, up slightly from 80% in 2011 
 

 Daily Internet usage is highest among young people in Saudi Arabia (91%), the UAE 
(87%) and Libya (86%), while it is lowest among youth in Oman (77%), Kuwait (78%) 
and Egypt and Tunisia (79% each) 

 

 At a time when Internet usage continues to increase, online activities among Middle 
East youth have evolved significantly since the start of the Arab Spring: today, 
reading or writing blogs is the top online activity among young people in the region, 
with 61% saying they engage with blogs, up from only 29% in 2011 
 

 Blogging is most popular among youth in Jordan, where 87% say they actively read 
or write blogs, followed by Kuwait (83%), Iraq (82%) and Qatar (81%) 
 

 Listening to music is the second-most common online activity, at 58%, down from 
66% in 2011, followed closely by social networking (56%), which is most popular 
among young Egyptians, 81% of whom say they frequently visit Facebook and similar 
sites, followed by Jordan (63%) and Iraq, Kuwait and Oman (61% each) 
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 Though relatively recently introduced to the region, Twitter is clearly making strong 
inroads; 16% of regional youth say they now regularly Tweet or follow the micro-
blogging site, a significant increase from 8% in 2011 
 

 Saudi youth are the most active on Twitter, with 54% saying they are regular users, 
followed by their peers in Egypt (40%) and the UAE (29%) 
 

 Across the region, young people say that they primarily follow Twitter users from 
their own country (92%) or from the Middle East region (67%) – with just 13% saying 
they follow Twitters users from the West 
 

 Not surprisingly, Arab youth, like their peers elsewhere, primarily use Twitter to 
connect with people they already know: among young Twitter users in the Middle 
East, 86% say they follow friends, 45% say they follow celebrities and 21% say they 
follow journalists 
 

*** 
 
 

 


