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Rituals of Power and Political Parties in
Morocco: Limited Elections as Positional
Strategies

MOHAMED DAADAOUI

Prior to the 1997 parliamentary elections, the political scene in Morocco was largely
dominated by pro-monarchical parties, which have been ineffective in contesting
rules of engagement in the political system. In the aftermath of these elections, King
Hassan handed control of the government to the former opposition party, the Union
Socialiste des Forces Populaires (USFP), which won 57 seats of the 309-seat lower
house (18 per cent). This was largely seen as an encouraging step towards meaningful
political reform. As a result, political parties have become more active and have
sought increased political latitude. They engage the state in an institutional strategy
within the context of limited elections which provide an opportunity to challenge the
monarchy’s hegemonic supremacy. Despite initial optimism, the scene remains
fragmented, with some 33 political parties vying for political power within a
circumscribed political sphere. The legislative elections of 2007 confirmed the
fragmented scene, and general voter apathy (37 per cent voter turnout) indicates a
lack of popular trust in the political elite.

Elections in Morocco, though recently freer than in the past, are still controlled by
the state. Evidence from interviews conducted in Morocco with some 50 political
officials and party members suggest that the regime’s rituals of power inhibit any
mobilization of support for political parties. The rituals of power include Baraka,
Prophetic Lineage, Bay‘a and Commander of the Faithful, which are practically
immune to discursive penetration. Political parties are engaged in a Gramscian war
of position to press for government accountability and to tackle some of the chronic
socio-economic problems facing Morocco. However, the lack of a meaningful
challenge to the regime accounts for the political stability of Morocco. The
distinction between state and regime is important: the state is the set of institutions
and structures with monopoly over the legitimate use of coercion, while the regime is
the political order, encompassing not only the institutions of governance, but also
the set of cultural symbols and rituals used to further its legitimacy. In Morocco, the
Alaoui dynastic regime pre-dated the process of state formation, which largely took
place with the advent of French colonialism.

Elections, in addition to being defensive mechanisms to maintain fledgling regime
legitimacy and ‘safety valves’ to diffuse challenges to regime and state authority
strategies in times of economic crisis,1 are also manifestations of regime supremacy
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in the political arena as the regime sets the rules of electoral contestation. Challenge
to the regime is manifested only through the electoral process, which is marked by
extreme competition for legislative power.2 The question then is why political parties
take part in such limited elections, thus legitimizing an authoritarian regime. Why
not boycott and denounce these engineered contests? This paradox of rejection–
participation in the electoral process is present in all authoritarian Arab regimes,
however political parties still choose to participate in order to contest the rules of the
political game.

Political parties in Morocco face a tremendous challenge in mobilizing society
against the regime, which sets the monarchy above any political contests. Despite
regime cultural domination and absolute discretionary powers, political parties
take part in elections ‘with the hope of ultimately transforming the system’.3

Evidence suggests that parties view elections as opportunities to resist regime
domination of the public discourse, register their presence in political life and
ultimately to change the rules of the political game. Opposition forces are able to
level a challenge to state and government policies as in the case of women’s rights,
human rights and Berber rights, but are largely unable to challenge regime
hegemony over the political system.

In making this argument, I will examine the political landscape in Morocco and its
multiple political parties, especially in the context of the latest legislative elections,
which yielded rather surprising results. The present study focuses on the effect of the
use of rituals of power on political parties. Scholars have amply documented
government strategies to fragment and weaken opposition parties,4 but they have
neglected the extent to which a view of the religious legitimacy of a regime can
contribute to their inability to mobilize. Political parties are not forced to participate
nor are they compelled to adopt any particular policy agenda; rather they are
composed of rational actors with limited mobilization capabilities who understand
fully the status of the monarchy in society, and who have calibrated their positions in
order to engage the regime in an institutional war of position.
Morocco’s political system and its society are pluralistic in nature. The current
legislature is comprised of some 25 political parties of which five are part of the
coalition government. The 2007 election witnessed 36 parties contesting the 325 seats
of the lower House of Representatives. Despite this seemingly vibrant political scene,
it is the monarchy that really controls the political system and the dominant cultural
and traditional sources of legitimacy in the country.

The party scene is fragmented and political parties largely lack a strong popular
base. Any analysis of party politics in the kingdom is by extension a study of the
socio-political characteristics of Morocco’s patrimonial political system. Such a
system relies heavily on the distribution of patronage. Political parties in Morocco
do not conform to the conventional notion of political parties as groups of like-
minded individuals who take part in the political system through electoral contests
with the ultimate goal of capturing political power. Rather, Moroccan parties seek to
position themselves within the political system in order to contest the rules of the
game set by the state. There is evidence that prolonged periods of electoral
contestation could lead to instances of democratic transition. Scholars argue that
oppositional forces usually take advantage of regime-initiated openings in order to
contest the terms of democratic reforms with the authoritarian elite.5
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Unlike the Islamists, who engage the state in a discursive war about the major
religious and cultural symbols of political authority, the non-Islamist political parties
undertake an institutional war, seeking to contest the institutional supremacy of the
regime through participation in engineered elections. In the case of Morocco, one of
the ways for opposition parties to wage their war is through participation in
elections. Evidence from interviews performed in Morocco suggests that the major
political parties are conscious of the type of limited elections they contest, but that
they consider such elections an opportunity to challenge the state. This institutional
strategy is aimed at contesting the central role of the monarchy in policy making and
is not directed at the monarchy’s overall status within the political system. In other
words, political parties seek to claim more ‘space in the political system and become
active partners with the monarchy in making laws, not just discussing them’.6

Political parties also function within a limited political space, where the rules of
participation are engineered by the state and increased public cynicism. Results of a
survey I performed in the greater Marrakech region show low levels of support for
political parties: 83 per cent of respondents expressed either complete or some
distrust of party institutions. This lack of public support is perhaps due to the
parties’ lack of a clear political agenda and a widening gap between the political elite
and the preferences of society.

Political parties in Morocco are relatively recent, dating from the colonial period
(1912–56). The first modern political party in Morocco, formerly called the National
Party, emerged during the years of colonial resistance in 1937. The National Party,
later named Hizb al-istiqlal (Independence Party), was a nationalist resistance
movement led by Allal al-Fassi, who sought complete autonomy and independence
from French colonial rule. Hizb al-istiqlal is considered the forerunner of all parties
in Morocco, from which came others which are now prominent, such as the USFP.
After independence, Hizb al-istiqlal established itself as the major opposition to the
monarchy’s increasing political power. The monarchy sought to weaken the
nationalist party by creating new parties usually just before electoral contests and
creating political schism within the party of Istiqlal itself. Thus, in 1959, the Union
Nationale des Forces Populaires (UNFP) broke away from Istiqlal, but later joined
forces in 1970 to protest against a new constitutional amendment that sought a
further centralization of power in the hands of the monarchy. Istiqlal and the USFP,
which emerged out of the former UNFP, continue to be the two poles of opposition
today in Morocco, within the Koutla (democratic bloc).7

Morocco has witnessed three general phases in the development of its multi-party
system. These three periods are characterized by cycles of conflict and consensus,
which have shaped the modern political landscape. Conflict was a by-product of the
parties’ contestation of state power, which often resulted in state strategies of
drowning the political sphere with new parties and creating a fragmented multi-party
system. State–party relations were much more consensual when dealing with issues
of territorial integrity such as the Western Sahara conflict. After each of these
phases, Morocco witnessed the addition of new, mostly pro-monarchy parties. Such
parties were issue-specific and came out in defence of monarchical initiatives to
counterbalance opposition parties.

In the first phase (1961–70) Morocco oscillated between authoritarian rule and the
emergence of the ‘new left’.8 During this phase and shortly after his succession to the
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throne, King Hassan II dissolved the Ibrahim government in 1962 and established
himself as the leader of the government with the stated twin goals of launching
democratic reforms and promulgating a new constitution through a popular
referendum. Although Morocco was to have a new constitution, political parties
such as the Istiqlal objected to the new document with its vast monarchical powers.
This rejection was met by the state’s nurturing of two new parties: the Party of
Democratic Constitution and the Constitutional Institutions Defence Front, which
forged a coordinated opposition to Hizb al-istiqlal. In the aftermath of the 1962
constitution, Morocco experienced its first period of parliamentary rule, which was
brief as the king dissolved it and declared emergency powers in 1965 in accordance
with article 65 of the constitution.9 Political parties remained in existence but all
political activities in this ‘state of exception’ were suspended. This first period of
party evolution in Morocco also saw the emergence of a New Leftist revolutionary
movement, which rejected any participation in the political system. The new left, led
by Ben Barka and Fquih Basri, sought to overthrow the regime and establish a
socialist republic and to jettison all neo-colonial manifestations in Moroccan society
and the economy.10

The second period in state–party relations in Morocco (1970–90) started as
Hassan II lifted the ‘state of exception’ in 1970. This period was characterized by a
newly restructured party scene, with a new opposition and a new majoritarian party
coalition. This period was also characterized by a national entente as most parties
accepted monarchical privilege and sought a more reformist approach in their
opposition. This consensus revolved around the territorial issue of the Western
Sahara. The new opposition was spearheaded by the USFP, which broke away from
the old UNFP in 1975 after an internal party schism. Unlike its predecessor, the
USFP joined the political system and laid the foundation for its new ‘constructive
opposition’ to the state.11 The USFP and the Partie du Progrès et du Socialisme
(PPS) abandoned any direct confrontation with the regime; instead they sought to
challenge the state from within the political system and to lobby for more democratic
reforms.

Faced with the increasing appeal of the new opposition parties, the state adopted a
new strategy of creating a majority coalition made up of pro-monarchy parties such
as the Rassemblement National des Indépendants (RNI), the Union Constitu-
tionnelle (UC), and the Mouvement Populaire (MP), which was a Berber political
party representing rural Berber interests. The state’s strategy of saturating the
political system with new parties proved successful in placating the opposition of the
USFP and PPS because in both the municipal and legislative elections of 1976 and
1977 the new majority coalition of the RNI, Istiqlal and the MP was dominant. In
the late 1980s, Morocco saw the rise of ideological and political schisms among
political parties, especially those constituting the majoritarian side in Moroccan
politics.12 Despite intra-party conflict, this second period remained largely
consensual towards the state, and was to lay the foundations for the third and
current phase of state–party relations in Morocco.

This third period has sought the rationalization of the party scene (1991–present)
in order to exact state control over the political system and to guarantee a process of
governmental power transfer, known in Morocco’s political parlance as ‘alternance’.
The rationalization of the party scene meant setting clear guidelines for political
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affiliation and participation in the political system. The new 1996 constitution started
this process by stipulating that Morocco have a multi-party system and setting the
guidelines for later laws on political parties, which were debated extensively between
the state and the political parties. Among the major points of the laws on political
parties were:

. the need to improve internal management of the parties, make it easier for them
to receive public funding, and diversify their membership by establishing quotas
for women and youth;

. banning religious, racial, regional, socio-professional, or linguistic references on
party platforms;

. stipulating that the government will provide a yearly grant to cover operating
costs to parties that have secured at least 5 per cent of the vote in parliamentary
elections;13

. requiring parties to convene a congress every four years or lose their subsidy.14

This period started in 1991 when the parties in the Koutla (democratic bloc), now
counting the former pro-government Istiqlal party amongst its ranks, presented the
monarch with a list of political demands for more democratic reforms. Chief among
these demands was the parties’ request for direct parliamentary elections, which the
king took into consideration in revising the constitution in 1992.15 By this time,
opposition parties in the Koutla used elections to promote their political viability;
they actively sought to build links with the public, securing political visibility. The
parties also championed discourses of political change and democratic reforms,
which appealed to the Moroccan people, resulting in substantial gains in the 1993
legislative elections. The Koutla parties won a combined 114 seats of the 333-seat
unicameral parliament (34 per cent of the seats), making the largest opposition bloc
in the parliament.16

The new, revised constitution brought about some minor changes to the political
system, but were seen at the time as steps forward in Morocco’s democratic process.
Among the most important changes was parliament’s power to set up committees of
inquiry and an article that prevented the king from dissolving parliament in times of
emergency as he did in 1965. Prior to the election of 1993, pro-monarchy parties set
up their own coalition as a reaction to the opposition’s democratic bloc. This pro-
government coalition known as the ‘Wifaq’ (Entente) was composed of three parties:
the Constitutional Union (UC), the Popular Movement (MP) and the Partie
Démocratique Nationale (PDN). Following the legislative elections of 1993, which
saw the victory of the pro-monarchy UC in coalition with other Wifaq parties,17

King Hassan II attempted to build a consensus government coalition made up of
Koutla’s opposition parties. They rejected his offer because of his refusal to
relinquish control of key ‘ministries of sovereignty’.18

The period of rationalization of political parties in Morocco witnessed another
constitutional revision in 1996, which garnered more consensus than its predecessor.
The new constitution established a bi-cameral parliament where the lower House of
Representatives is chosen through direct suffrage in legislative elections, and it
enhanced the executive powers of the prime minister. Following the legislative
elections of 1997, King Hassan invited the largest opposition party, the USFP, to
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form the new government under the leadership of Abderrahmane El-Youssoufi, who
distributed cabinet portfolios among several former opposition parties. Once in
government, the USFP and its Koutla allies vowed to tackle Morocco’s socio-
economic issues and introduce a measure of democratic reform. Five years later,
Moroccans grew disillusioned with the Koutla government as socio-economic
conditions had not, as promised by El-Youssoufi’s government, improved. Cynicism
towards the government grew even greater in the aftermath of the 2002 elections,
which saw the new king Mohamed VI break with democratic practices and appoint
Driss Jettou, a technocrat who was not affiliated with any political party.

The legislative elections of 7 September 2007 continued this trend of public
cynicism and party fragmentation. These elections failed to usher in a new era in
Moroccan politics as many anticipated. A record 33 parties contested the elections
and the results were unexpected, giving a slight plurality to the old nationalist Hizb
al-Istiqlal with 52 seats out of the 325 seats (16 per cent) in the House of
Representatives (lower house). The much vaunted Islamist Party of Justice and
Development failed to live up to its own expectations, winning a mere 47 seats.
Election results did not bring about any changes to the government coalition
(Koutla), as the nationalist Hizb al-Istiqlal swapped portfolios with the incumbent
USFP, which saw its seats dwindle from 50 in the outgoing House of Representatives
to 36 in the incoming one. In addition to Istiqlal and USFP, the Koutla government
also included the PPS, which made some gains, controlling 17 seats.19

The three phases of state–party relations illustrate two distinct features of party
politics in Morocco. First, there is a great deal of state penetration, which has been
apparent in all the electoral contests Morocco has witnessed thus far and which has
shaped the party landscape today. Within Morocco’s political system, the state
bestowed political favours and in some cases created loyal parties such as the
Gathering of National Independents (RNI) in 1977, the Constitutional Union in
1984, and the Social Democratic Movement (MDS) in 1997.20 The second feature of
Morocco’s parties is their lack of ideological and political clarity, which was
apparent in all the interviews conducted in Morocco in the summer of 2006. Almost
all interviewees expressed similar general party agendas of commitment to socio-
economic and democratic reforms. Party officials were also quick to point out the
monarchy’s control of the political space. One interviewee stated: ‘There is only one
party that matters in the land and that is the monarchy.’21 This is a reference to the
vast political powers that the monarch holds in the political system. The majority of
laws emanate from the monarchy in the form of Dahir (royal decrees), which are
sacrosanct and cannot be repudiated by parliament.

Most of the opposition to the state is directed at the government’s implementation
of laws and policies, not necessarily at the provenance of such laws. Political parties
thus seek to ‘change the way laws and policies are executed by his majesty’s
government, not the way they are made’.22 State penetration is apparent during
electoral contests, which remain an area the state controls and manipulates in terms
of procedure. Elections are held under a fragmented system of proportional
representation, which allows for a highly divided political landscape. The rules of
elections as set by the state divide Morocco into 95 districts, with three deputies per
district. In addition, voters cast their votes by party list at the district level; the party
with the highest votes in each district wins a seat for the candidate on its list.
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However, in order to take another seat, the same party has to win at least twice as
many votes as any other party. These rules favour smaller parties as they enable
them to contest elections and be represented, albeit marginally, in the parliament.

Parties also suffer under their own internal authoritarian and clientelistic
structures. This is perhaps due to the early development of the party structure in
the aftermath of the colonial period. In Morocco, political parties did not emerge out
of socio-economic imperatives backed by a particular socio-political class. They
resulted from a national necessity to regain territorial integrity and independence.
While the modern political party is colonial in its genesis, Morocco witnessed pre-
colonial traditional local structures, which performed similar functions as modern
political parties. Sufi lodges, for instance, provided socio-economic and political
focal points around which people converged for collective action. Political parties
today are seen by some Moroccan scholars as modern manifestations of both tribes
and Sufi lodges.23 These structures, like political parties in Morocco today, are
characterized by strong patrimonial modes of authority.

Tribal and patrimonial rules still rule supreme within all modern political parties,
whose leaders, for example, are not chosen through transparent electoral means, but
by authoritarian practices. It is ironic that these same parties, which protest at the
lack of democratic practices in the political system, rely on authoritarian ‘Stalinist
practices’ in their party structures.24 Belief in the internal democratic process is
important for party legitimacy when arguing for democratic change. Political parties
in Morocco on the whole still lack that internal, democratic legitimacy, as party
leaders largely dominate the structure of the party with little or no input from lower
party members. Party leaders are chosen for life through a ‘candidacy committee’,
which controls the internal selection process. Most parties are run by old guard
nationalist leaders who have remained active in the political system. The current
Prime Minister Abbas Al-Fassi, for instance, was elected to the leadership of Hizb
al-Istiqlal through a secret ballot with no other rivals.

In addition to the state’s carefully engineered political landscape, political parties in
Morocco face the regime’s cultural domination and appropriation of symbols of
power. The monarch’s temporal role in politics is an extension of his spiritual power,
which political parties take as one of the sacred institutions in Morocco. Evidence
from interviews in Morocco suggests two interesting findings: first, political parties in
Morocco do not contest the regime’s traditional sources of power; second, officials
from political parties express a lack of mobilizational capabilities, due both to the
fragmented nature of the political scene and to the supremacy of the monarchy in the
socio-political sphere.

In Morocco’s ‘manipulated pluralism’,25 the monarchy rules over a consensus
among the elite and society at large in its perennial spiritual and temporal roles. The
results of a field survey in the greater Marrakech region and interviews I conducted
among 50–60 political officials and members of opposition forces (elites) in 2007
confirm this elite–society consensus.26 The elements of this consensus centre around
two major themes: first, the wide consensus on the importance of tradition in
Moroccan politics and society. Tradition, turath, has always featured as a key
reference point for Moroccans, and a commitment to the monarchy is part of
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Morocco’s traditional heritage. None of the major political parties adopt a secular
view of the state, and Islam has been a unifying factor utilized to rally the elite and
general society behind the monarchy. The secular versus Islam divide is manifested
only in the strategies and goals pursued by the various political parties and
movements. For instance, the Party of Justice and Development is an Islamist party,
because it seeks to change the state’s policies in accordance with an Islamic context.
Even politicians with leftist, socialist/Marxist ideologies, such those I interviewed in
Marrakech, argue that Islam is integral to Morocco’s socio-political identity and
that ‘their socialism is not antithetical to the Islamic identity of the Moroccans. It is
merely a political manuscript for political and economic change.’27 My 2007
interviews with the elites confirm initial arguments, as found in some of the literature
on the subject, on the parameters of this elite–society consensus regarding the
centrality of tradition and religion in Morocco.28

The combination of traditional elements and religious discourse is manifested in
the monarchy’s cultivation of its rituals of power. The symbols of Baraka (blessing),
Amir al-mu’minin (Commander of the Faithful), prophetic lineage and Bay‘a
(allegiance) are manifestations of a ‘cultural synthesis’29 which blends the traditional
and mystical with the religious identity of the regime. Nationalism has also been
invoked by the regime in this cultural synthesis, which defines the national identity
and reduces the potential for domestic fragmentation. Thierry Desrues and Eduardo
Moyano observe that ‘the monarchy has been able to integrate the nationalistic and
religious discourses, reflecting the importance of both in the process of formation of
individual and collective identities in Moroccan society’.30 The consensus of my 2007
elite interviewees on the supremacy of the regime is due to the use of ritual, such as
ceremonies, spectacles and public performances in public discourse, to advance a
positive iconographic and hagiographic account of the king as arbiter and guarantor
of order and stability.

The monarchy helps shape the way these symbols are perceived in society. The
monarchy manufactures symbols that subsequently become important in society
because they are tied to and used by the regime. These rituals of power are resonant
in society, as indicated by a preliminary survey of 287 respondents in the Greater
Marrakech region in January 2007. The survey examines public views of the regime’s
rituals of power and aimed to examine the nexus between the institutional context of
legitimacy and individual support for the regime’s symbolic power. The sampling
method was done in ‘snowball’ fashion by relying on referrals from initial subjects to
generate additional subjects. In order to get an accurate sample of the Moroccan
population at large, the survey targeted both urban and rural areas in the greater
Marrakech region. Sampling was also performed in terms of educational level and
neighbourhood. The latter is used as an indicator of socio-economic status. Careful
consideration was given to accurately representing all segments of the population in
accordance with demographic and socio-economic data of the whole country. For
instance, out of the 287 respondents, 38 per cent were illiterate, reflecting the high
levels of illiteracy in the kingdom (modest estimates place the illiteracy rate at 48 per
cent).31 Similarly, 53 per cent of the respondents were from urban areas, mirroring
the 55.1 per cent urban population in Morocco.32

It should be noted that the results of this survey are by no means applicable to the
whole of Morocco and have not been subjected to hypothesis testing. Rather the
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results point to an interesting question regarding the relationship between regime
legitimacy based on rituals of power and state performance. They are indicative of
the public mood with respect to political institutions, state rituals and symbols of
powers. The findings support the argument that the monarchy’s use of state rituals
of power appeals to a repertoire of symbols in Moroccan political culture and seems
to be viewed largely as religious and traditional, at least within the sample of
respondents in this particular survey.

Table 1 shows that 74 per cent of respondents believed the king, as the
commander of the faithful, to be a religious (derived from religious practices and
texts) or a traditional symbol (purely customary or tribal). Similar support is also
shown with regard to the other symbols: 72 per cent viewed the king’s Baraka as
religious or traditional, while 77 per cent believed that the king’s prophetic lineage
is an essentially religious or traditional symbol. Finally, 56 per cent of respondents
consider Bay‘a a religious or traditional symbol of authority. Interestingly, 30 per
cent viewed Bay‘a as a particular relationship tying them directly to the king. This
relationship is not religious or traditional, but is viewed as a covenant or contract
that ties the population to the institution of the monarchy.

These high percentages provide preliminary support for the argument that rituals
of power appeal to many, at least in the sample chosen for the survey. By invoking
culturally and historically resonant symbols, the regime engenders legitimacy and
submission without the costly use of violence. These symbols are not independent as
the monarchy helps shape the way they are perceived in society. Rituals are seen as
mediating tools between symbolic divisions to produce social solidarity and maintain
social equilibrium.

The ritualization of the public discourse effectively isolates political parties from
any direct challenge to monarchical power. The use of coercion is de-emphasized and
is no longer a preferred method of the state. None of the elites I interviewed for this
study acknowledged the role of the coercive state in manipulating the political
sphere; as one Member of Parliament put it: ‘coercion was a relic from the ‘‘years of
lead’’ that is not used today by the current regime. Things are more subtle now in
Morocco and there is consensus on the future democratic path of Morocco, which
does not contradict the traditional and religious bases of monarchical authority.’33

While this last politician exaggerates the extent of the consensus between state and
political parties, he does accurately reflect the non-coercive realities of politics in
Morocco today.

Most of those interviewed do not question the status of the monarchy as ‘a key
component of Morocco’s political life’.34 Spectacles displaying the religious status of
the monarchy, books chronicling the king’s achievements and epic media broadcasts
of monarchical activities also crystallize the image of the king as a religious leader
guiding the Islamic community within the confines of Islamic law and acting as a
buffer against the Islamist challenge to society.

Monopoly of the religious space in Morocco sets the monarchy above the
political travails of political parties and effectively elevates the king to the status of
an arbiter above societal reproach. Survey results confirm this peculiar dynamic as
75 per cent of the sample polled in the greater Marrakech region expressed their
lack of support for the government, while 64 per cent expressed their trust in the
institution of the monarchy. Several informal discussions confirm the duality in
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perception Moroccans have towards the political system. This duality holds the
government accountable and separate from the monarchy. The status of the
monarch also frees space for political parties to contest, and mobilize around,
issues of policy implementation. Political parties and civil society organizations
have been active in bringing about policy change especially in areas tangential to
regime stability. Thus, in the last decade or so, civil society activists have been
instrumental in mobilizing society and negotiating changes to the Mudawanna
(family code) and to human rights.35

The regime’s ritualization of the public discourse sanctifies the monarchy
and ‘inhibits the potential ability of political parties to discuss the indefinite
powers of the king’.36 Rituals of power regiment society and set the limits of
acceptable speech and conduct. This symbolic discipline does not rely on
coercion, but on the regime’s careful control of the socio-political narrative in the
country. This narrative is often distorted and belies historical facts, but still
makes sense to society, because it draws upon their intersubjective understanding
of key cultural elements. The official narrative is vague in order to adapt to new
socio-political phenomena or national events. The use of the regime’s religious
authority is a priori a tool to facilitate complete control of the public discourse.
Manipulating historical events and religious legacy to serve the regime’s cultural
supremacy aims to empty politics of any contestation, especially as it relates the
state.

When asked about the usefulness of monarchical religious discourse, one official in
the Ministry of Religious Affairs stated: ‘[it] sets the boundaries of decency in politics
and life, and reminds the people of their sacred political heritage, which cannot be
understood or function outside our religious identity.’37 This limits the range of
issues subject to contestation by the political parties. One member of the USFP
contended:

[T]he king’s position in the political system is and has been established for a long
time and any discussion of the future of Morocco includes a role for the
monarchy as the leader of the system . . . this does not mean that we are
complacent as we are active in pursuing policy goals that are important for the
socio-economic future of the country.38

Historical distortion and exaggerated religious representation of the status
of the monarchy leads the regime to appropriate new symbols in order to isolate

Table 1. Support for royal symbols of power (%)

Relationship between

king and people Religious Traditional Political Other

Amir 8.1 59.2 14.0 17.4 1.2
King’s Baraka 6.9 52.4 20.8 16.4 3.5
Royal Sharif 5.4 64.2 13.1 14.7 2.6
Bay‘a 30.4 33.0 21.6 13.9 1.1
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itself from political contestation. National events are key tools used to further
aggrandize the regime’s discursive arsenal. One such example is the ongoing conflict
over the Western Sahara. From the beginnings of the conflict the monarchy used
religious symbols and its religious mandate, in 1975 calling on faithful Moroccan
subjects to walk across the borders of Spanish Sahara, armed only with their copies
of the Qur’an, faith in God and their king, in a peaceful Green March. The use of
religious discourse rallied society behind the cause of territorial integrity, and
compelled political parties to join the state in its national mobilization for the Green
March. The Western Sahara continues to be a locus of consensus between the state
and political parties.

The use of rituals and symbols of power undercut the political parties’ capacity
to provide alternative political explanations that could contest the regime’s
discourse, and, in the absence of an alternative discourse, political parties are
severely limited in their ability to mobilize society. This forces parties simply to
contest issues of no importance to, or not crucial to, regime survival and stability.
Even in electoral contests the regime takes advantage of its supreme position and
sets the boundaries of contestation and the types of issue subject to political
debate. Issues of women’s rights, human rights and democratic reforms are but a
few examples of the state’s attempt to redefine the main points of contention
during electoral contests. With respect to human rights, for instance, the state was
able to force a new understanding of the years of human rights violations in the
kingdom. The new strategy was to link violence and torture to the lack of
education within the ranks of the security forces, dispensing with the argument
that it was a result of a systematic policy of state coercion. As James Sater
observes:

The state’s penetration of the human rights discourse has resulted in an
interesting policy of individualizing human rights abuses, making lack of
education – within the police and the system of justice – responsible for
corruption and the unjustified use of violence in prisons.39

The state’s introduction of the Advisory Council of Human Rights (Conseil
consultatif des droits de l’homme – CCDH) and the release of political prisoners are
attempts to diffuse blame from the regime.

Interviews with party members highlight the lack of political vision and clear
ideological guidelines for political parties. Most of the current political issues are
defined and cast in the public sphere by the regime and its state apparatus. State
rituals of power (ROPs) and the regime’s religious status have elevated the
monarch above day-to-day politics in Morocco. Rituals of power ‘render the king
into a sacred personality, a fact that is codified in our constitution . . . whenever
you speak of the monarchy in Morocco, Allah is not very far from the
discussion’.40

This sanctified status puts the monarch in charge of the public sphere and the
types of issue discussed within that sphere. Three particular subjects are still taboo in
Morocco’s public discourse: religion, king and territorial integrity. In this
constrained public discourse, issues of policy and the general socio-economic
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direction of the country are subject to contestation among the opposition forces. The
public discourse is also limited by the only relative freedom given to the press and
media, which have to conform to guidelines of acceptable speech. The French
weekly, Le Journal, edited by Aboubakr Jamai, was banned in 2000 because of the
publication of an interview with Muhammad Abdelaziz, leader of the Polisario
Front and president of the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic, which has been
recognized by neither the UN nor Morocco.

The Moroccan regime has manufactured a new basis for its hegemony. In
addition to Hassan’s focus on religious symbols of authority, his successor
Mohamed VI launched in 1999 a new vague concept of power that was to
promulgate a new era of transparency and accountability in state–society
relations.41 This ‘new concept of authority’ is supposed to facilitate intra-
institutional responsibility, and will be geared towards treating citizens’ problems,
including them in the process of searching for new solutions to their problems.42

The emphasis of this new concept of authority on the notion of active
citizenship meant a focus on thorny issues of human rights. In this respect, the
new king has launched many reforms that had been shelved during Hassan’s reign.
The reforms include codifying a body of law, promoting the democratic process,
and encouraging economic and fiscal reforms and enhanced civil rights for
Moroccans.

Between 1999 and 2003, Mohamed VI released all political prisoners
and prisoners of conscience. Simultaneously, exiled political dissidents or their
families were granted permission to return to Morocco. These included the
Marxist activist Abraham Serfaty and the family of Mehdi Ben Barka, an
opposition leader who disappeared in France in the 1960s.43 All political exiles
were allowed back into the country to take part in the new democratic process.
In addition, the government implicitly assumed official responsibility for persons
who were arrested in the past and are still missing or who died while in detention.
The government even offered material compensation to the families of such
victims.44

The new king launched a campaign against poverty and unemployment and
further endorsed the process of structural economic adjustment already initiated by
his father and demanded by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the
World Bank. But perhaps his most controversial step, which sparked massive
Islamist protest and brought the Islamists onto the scene of Moroccan political
protest, was the government’s tentative plan to give women more rights. The aim
of the plan was to grant women 33 per cent of seats in parliament, raise the
marriageable age from 14 to 18, end the obligation for women to marry only with
the consent of a male guardian, change divorce from male repudiation to a judicial
decree, and ban polygamy. This new concept of authority, and the flexibility of the
regime in adopting new socio-political changes, showcase the resilience of the
monarchy and its ability to heed new discursive bases for its hegemony. These
discursive bases are furthermore institutionalized by the state under royal high
councils in order to integrate them fully into the apparatus of the state. For
instance, the institutionalization of the women’s rights discourse was achieved
through the creation of the Cellule de l’intégration de la femme au developpement
(CIFD) and the special commission that was entrusted with the task of reforming
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the Moudawana (family law). The discourse of human rights was similarly co-opted
by the state through the creation of the CCDH.

The hegemony of the regime over the public sphere hinders the political parties’
ability to represent society and challenge the regime in a meaningful way, especially
in policy making. Despite their lack of mobilizational capabilities and ideological
clarity, political parties still regularly take part in limited elections and register
their presence at a national level. The puzzle is why they participate when they
know the rules of the game are set in advance to prevent any one party from
dominating the political system, a system in which the regime enjoys strong
religious legitimacy.

Since independence in 1956 Morocco has witnessed seven electoral contests within its
circumscribed political system despite reported state engineering and limited
competition. Of the eight elections conducted between 1962 and 2007 no single
party has managed to command a majority of the votes. Thus, governments have
always had to rely on coalitional forces. The monarchy has also managed to infiltrate
these political contests by creating new allies among the political parties,
contributing to a further fragmentation of the party system. Moroccan elections
do not feature a particular pattern that could be subjected to analysis. The general
tendency is that most of the elections have yielded a fragmented governmental
coalition made up of ideologically different parties.45 Unlike other Arab
authoritarian regimes, such as Algeria, Egypt or Tunisia, Morocco does not have
a single, dominant party that controls the government, and elections have always
been constructed as a free-for-all type of contest.

Despite party fragmentation and state penetration, political parties surprisingly
take part in elections regularly. This presents questions such as why political
parties participate in limited elections with no immediate consequences on the
country’s political future – elections have not given rise to a government
independent enough in the area of policy making, as most of the crucial laws
emanate from the monarchy – and why opposition forces contribute to the
legitimization of such electoral contests, rather than rejecting the whole process as
limited.

The study of political opposition in an authoritarian region has largely been
neglected. Lisa Anderson observes that ‘opposition has little place in a system
where the ruler is accountable only to God and where it is the ruler’s responsibility
to guarantee the continued and harmonious integration of each individual and
group into the community’.46 Scholars of state–opposition relations in the Arab
political system have largely focused on government strategies to manipulate the
political space, and have for the most part neglected the nature and motives of the
opposition in an Arab authoritarian context. Early studies on political opposition
in the Middle East suggested that opposition may not comprise only counter-elites
that oppose state incumbents. Instead, as William Zartman argued, political
opposition may appear as support of the state within a notion of role
complementarity, in which state and the opposition reinforce each other, where
‘neither uses the other, but each serves the other’s interests in performing its own
role’.47 Using the case studies of the centralized polities of Morocco, Egypt and
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Tunisia, Zartman asserts that the limited power of the opposition and its weakness
vis-à-vis the state forces its participation in a complementarity of roles, thus
explaining the stability of those Arab regimes.48 Zartman’s argument sparked a
larger debate on the nature and motives of the opposition as an independent
political class and its role in Arab authoritarianism.

Ellen Lust-Okar’s Structuring Conflict in the Arab World provides an addition to
the debate on elite–opposition relations during periods of economic crisis in the Arab
world. In a comparative study of Morocco, Jordan and Egypt, Lust-Okar departs
from the prevalent claim that prolonged economic crisis provides opportunities for
opponents of the regime to demand political and economic reforms. Lust-Okar
argues that this is not always the case as ‘opposition elites have become increasingly
unwilling to mobilize the masses, even though they are more able to do so’.49 Lust-
Okar suggests a formal institutional model of ‘Structure of Contestation’ (SOCs) to
examine the circumstances that lead regime opponents to press for political reforms
in periods of economic crisis.

Lust-Okar argues that in non-democratic states, regime incumbents create three
distinct spheres of political action. These ideal environments are the outcome of the
strategic choices of incumbents and are at a distance from any historical, social
factors or leadership styles. Incumbents create inclusive, unified SOCs to allow all
political opponents to participate in the formal political system, and divided SOCs to
allow selected political opponents to take part in the political system, while excluding
others. These spheres of political contestation condition government–opposition
relations and dictate the rules of the game that the opposition plays within the
formal political system. Thus in a unified, inclusive SOC, such as Jordan and Egypt
under Nasser and Sadat, demands for reform increase as popular dissatisfaction
augments. In divided SOCs, like Morocco and Egypt under Mubarak, a distinction
is made between moderate opponents who become reluctant to mobilize and demand
reforms, and radical opponents, who rally for political reforms as popular discontent
rises.50

Lust-Okar’s formal model of SOCs constitutes an innovative tool in the study of
the nature and dynamics of state–society relations in the Arab world. However, she
recognizes an apparent, unclear demarcation in her distinction of SOCs, making it
difficult to fully map out her argument.51 Her emphasis of the non-historicity of
SOCs is problematic as it takes existing political institutions out of their socio-
political context.

Lust-Okar’s model does not treat opposition independently from state
manipulation of structures of contestation and does not provide adequate
analysis of the nature of this opposition, whether directed towards the
government or the regime, or examine how SOCs appear in these political
systems. Lust-Okar argues that ‘understanding the creation of political institutions
is much more difficult than examining how these institutions affect political
behavior’.52 In Morocco one cannot adequately make sense of the current
authoritarian plight without a cursory look at the historical factors that have
shaped the political system. Morocco’s current political system may be a function
of the constant use of rituals of power in a political discourse that uses symbols
of religious significance to establish the monarch above the political fray.
Interviews with political leaders suggest that rituals of political power pose a

208 M. Daadaoui

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
N

or
th

 T
ex

as
] 

at
 0

5:
09

 2
8 

N
ov

em
be

r 
20

14
 



tremendous impediment to the ability of political parties to penetrate society. For
instance, one member in the USFP, expressing views that are representative of
many of the interviewees, stated:

[R]eligious and traditional rituals affect the way actors in the political system are
perceived vis-à-vis the monarchy. When we were in power, we were accused of
immobility and lack of progress . . . we initiated a new atmosphere conducive to
the rule of law and individual freedoms . . . but we were never able to be perceived
as partners of the monarchy and that is due to the religious status of the king.53

When further asked about the role of institutional manipulation of the political
system, the same interviewee stated that, ‘if it was just state manipulation, we would
have overcome it easily, or adapted to it, but in reality it is our religious and
traditional heritage that frankly inhibits us as political parties and Moroccans in
general from moving forward the path of true democratic reforms’.54

In Morocco, we should perhaps speak of two political systems, modern rational
and traditional primordial, that exist in a symbiotic relationship and inform those
rules of participation and exclusion that exist in the formal political system.
Regime type is an important variable that Lust-Okar distances herself from in her
institutional framework, although she seemed to have embraced it in earlier work.
Lust-Okar argues that while Morocco and Jordan are both monarchies, they have
adopted different SOCs. One might argue that while Jordan and Morocco are
monarchies, the dynamics of each is unique. The Moroccan monarchy is older
and has been able to integrate itself in the fabric of the Moroccan socio-political
arena through the constant use of religious symbols in the formal political system.

Lust-Okar’s argument that government opponents are capable of mobilizing
popular support, but are unwilling to do so, is also problematic. She is correct that
opposition forces can mobilize. Union-instigated riots of 1981 and 1984 were directed
at the government’s decision to lift government subsidies on basic commodities such as
flour, oil and sugar. The Democratic Confederation of Labour (CDT) and the
Moroccan Labour Union (UMT) were able to take advantage of an already
disenchanted population, whose discontent was directed towards the government, and
not so much against the monarchy.55 The unions’ later decision to moderate their
stance can be explained, as Zartman observed, by their awareness of their limitations
within the political system and their fear of ‘anomic protests’, that are ‘another of
those paradoxical trade-offs which characterize Morocco’.56 This is still the case
today – the types of issue around which mobilization is feasible are of no consequence
to the stability of the monarchical regime. Mobilization around policy issues such as
poverty, unemployment, human rights and women’s rights have been heeded by the
monarchy and were provided with institutional state structures. Whether these
opponents are able to mobilize against the monarchy, its unlimited powers or its
future status in the polity is another question. As one member of the PPS argues:
‘any political future of the country is intertwined with the monarchy. Moroccans are
deeply attached to the king and as opposition parties; we cannot shake that even if we
wanted to.’57

Even when mobilization around policy issues is feasible, most political parties and
unions garner little popular support and, despite their claims, they do not have a
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wide societal appeal. Political parties in Morocco face tremendous challenges in their
attempt to court societal support. Survey results from the greater Marrakech region
illustrate this fact as only 2.8 per cent of 289 respondents displayed some support for
political parties. Although not conducted during the time of mobilization outlined in
Lust-Okar’s study, there are no indications or evidence from the survey, or from
Lust-Okar’s research, that suggest that political parties were popular at that time.

Lust-Okar’s analysis does not shed light on opposition strategies vis-à-vis the
state, especially when dealing with a regime as religiously entrenched in society as the
Moroccan monarchy is. Marsha Posusney’s focus on opposition parties is an
exception; she argues that parties will often opt for ‘electoral participation coupled
with challenges to the rules of the game’.58 Parties always face the choice of either
taking part and legitimizing limited elections or rejecting them altogether and
existing on the fringes of the political system. Juan Linz argues that opposition
parties in electoral, authoritarian contests face the stark choice of ‘whether to accept
the system, even with the hope of ultimately transforming it, or to reject it as a
mockery of competitive politics and democracy’.59

Most of the literature on electoral contests in authoritarian regimes focuses on
state goals in conducting these ‘less than open competitive contests’.60 Elections are
also seen in functional ways, as the state can deflect criticism of its authoritarian rule.
In addition, elections are, in the Moroccan context, ‘acclamatory rituals’61 of state
power that ‘the regime invents to reproduce its political power’.62 They are
opportunities for the regime to crystallize its discursive domination, as most of the
rhetoric used during these contests is defined by the state and the regime. These
contests are manifestations of political power that serve to preserve the cultural
hegemony of the regime. These elections are institutionalized rituals of power, which
serve to legitimize the regime and dissimulate the state’s democratic competitiveness.

In addition to the state’s manipulative strategies, the political behaviour of voters in
authoritarian settings is worth studying. With the exception of the 2007 elections, all
previous six elections registered high, but declining, voter turnout.63 The 2007 elections
in Morocco registered a 37 per cent voter turnout, the lowest in Morocco’s political
history. However, voting is still an expression of dissent to contest political corruption
and to protest in favour of good governance.64 Various studies on voting behaviour in
undemocratic settings focus on the role of patronage and clientelism in dictating
voters’ choices.65 In all interviews with the political elite in Morocco, clientelism and
patronage are decried as ‘a major sin against the democratic future of the country’.66

In the presence of such obstacles to a transparent and open political system,
opposition political action is seen as useless. Faced with a limited public discourse,
political parties seek to ‘register our presence in the political system and lobby for good
governance, accountability and to fight against political corruption’,67 in the hope that
the system will be gradually reformed from within. Therein lies the ultimate goal, and
the hope for most interviewees is that Morocco ‘will democratize the state,
democratize society and strengthen political institutions’.68 The interviews conducted
in Morocco suggest that political parties are no longer manipulated, nor are they
forced into participation. They are rational actors who are fully aware of their lack of
mobilizational capabilities vis-à-vis the regime. Political parties adopt both short and
long term goals. They seek positional strategies in their contestation of the public
sphere. In the short term, parties register their presence in the political system and their
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commitment to political participation and reforms. In the long term they seek to
contest the rules of the game set by the state, with, as one member of the Labour Party
states, ‘the hope of introducing more meaningful and gradual democratic changes’.69

In Morocco, elections have supplied opposition forces with the ability to
maintain their positions and gain visibility in the national political arena. The goal
of political parties is to change the state and mitigate its authoritarian rule. Their
aim in contesting elections does not lie solely in an attempt to democratize the
country, but also to gather patronage for their supporters. More importantly,
elections enable the parties to wield power. Michelle P. Angrist, in her multi-case
study of party building in the Middle East, states: ‘The ability to mobilize and
command the loyalty of large constituencies gives party leaders more potential
political influence than that wielded either by individual actors or by smaller,
clique-like groups.’70

Participation also allows the opposition to contest, and in some cases, to negotiate
the rules of the game. The national debate over the 1992 constitution illustrates this
process of contestation and negotiation of new rules in Morocco. In this debate,
oppositional forces in Morocco are clearly not as passive as some commentators
contend.71 They are not easily subjected to regime manipulation and have become
more active in negotiating the terms of their inclusion in the political system. The
memorandum to King Hassan II on constitutional reforms in 1992 illustrates the
ability of opposition forces to negotiate the rules of political inclusion.

Prior to 1992, Morocco’s various constitutions were drafted to expand the powers of
the king. While the 1992 constitution did not result in any major changes to
monarchical powers, for the first time it expanded the powers of the legislative
branch. The new constitution gave parliament the power to review the government’s
policy programmes as well as granting it a vote of no confidence if the government’s
programmes were rejected by a plenary session of the parliament. The constitution of
1992 itself was not as important as the debate and the events that preceded its
promulgation. This debate illustrates the opposition’s ability to contest and
negotiate the state’s planned institutional changes and reforms. For the first time
in the history of Morocco opposition parties were involved in the process of revising
the country’s constitution. Moreover, the parties in the Koutla drafted a
memorandum to the king outlining various demands and constitutional reforms.

The Koutla was the culmination of the attempts by the political parties to provide
for an active multi-party system ta‘adudiyya fa‘ila (constructive multipartyism). The
coalition of the Koutla signalled a new era in Moroccan politics. For the first time,
opposition parties managed to coalesce to contest state power. The defining moment
came in 1991 when the Koutla presented the king with a memorandum for a list of
constitutional reforms to be included in a newly revised constitution. Issues of
human rights, the expansion of legislative powers, and a commitment to a
meaningful democratic transition were key items in the memorandum. The new
constitutional reforms aimed to establish true democratic institutions, the rule of law
and to set the foundations for solid socio-economic changes.

After the 1992 constitution, the powers of parliament were enhanced, but the
Koutla rejected the king’s request to join the government, mainly because of the
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king’s intransigence in yielding control over the key ministries of Justice, Foreign
Affairs and the Interior, and the Office of the Prime Minister. The opposition
successfully negotiated a redrawing of the electoral districts prior to the elections of
1993.72 The Koutla rejected the king’s second request to join the government in 1994,
although he abandoned control over three of the four ‘sovereignty ministries’,
keeping only the Ministry of the Interior under his tutelage. In 1996, the Koutla
drafted another memorandum to the king, in which it reiterated its commitment to a
full and meaningful democratic transition in Morocco. Such a transition, in Koutla
philosophy, starts from its concept of a ‘homogeneous government able to put the
country on the path of change in accordance with the constitution, and accountable
to the king and the parliament’.73

The Koutla’s memoranda to the king and its negotiations on the terms of its
inclusion in the government shed light on a process which depicts such political
parties as weak and subject to total manipulation by regime and state. The case of
the Koutla in Morocco illustrates the ability of opposition forces increasingly to
contest and negotiate the rules of game. The Koutla rejected the king’s request to
join the government twice before ultimately taking part in the first opposition-led
government in the history of Morocco in 1997. While this was not a democratic
change, as the monarchy retained all significant political powers, the event signalled
the intention of the monarchy regarding significant political reforms. It could also
have been a result of an ailing Hassan II’s own ‘sense of mortality’.74 These events
show the increasing political space that the opposition parties have in their relations
with the state; their bargaining power increases as the regime compromises and
relaxes the boundaries of dissent.

State hegemony is thus gradually challenged through the participation of political
parties in the electoral process, imperfect as it may be. This challenge is not directed
at the regime’s religious legitimacy or its rituals of power, nor is it directed at regime
stability. It targets the regime’s dominance in the political system. Political parties
largely acknowledge the spiritual supremacy of the monarch, but dispute the
monarchy’s extensive political powers. A member of the USFP in Marrakech
illustrates this position: ‘the monarchy as a spiritual leader and Amir al-Mu’minin
are a civilizational heritage that we Moroccans are proud of, but that does not mean
that we should delegate all matters of the state to him’.75

The consensus of the elite on the supremacy of the regime is due to the ritualization
of the public discourse, which effectively isolates political parties from any direct
challenge to monarchical power. The regime’s ability to co-opt new discursive bases
of hegemony clutters the public sphere making it less susceptible to alternative
discourses from opposition forces. The use of coercion is de-emphasized and is no
longer a preferred method of the state.

In the absence of a direct challenge to regime authority, political parties seek to
test the boundaries of state power at the institutional level through participation in
limited elections. Electoral contests in Morocco are positional strategies adopted by
the political parties in order to win seats within the legislative body and to act as a
watchdog of governmental policies. Most importantly, political parties seek in the
long term to engage the state in a process of negotiating the rules of the game to
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mitigate the authoritarian nature of the state and ultimately to initiate a regime-
induced democratic transition. As the national debate on the 1992 constitution
demonstrates, oppositional forces have increasingly contested the regime’s mono-
poly on political power, and have negotiated the terms of their inclusion the political
system. Oppositional forces are composed of rational actors, who are fully aware of
their weaker status vis-à-vis the regime. On the basis of that status, they have
calibrated their positions and contested limited elections in order to challenge the
regime and state authoritarian power. The behaviour of the political parties,
especially those in opposition, is a product of playing ‘games in multiple arenas’, as
they simultaneously work within the rules and seek to change them.76
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Appendix

Socio-economic Data from the Survey

Sex

N %

Male 186 64.8
Female 101 35.2

Total 287 100.0

Education

N %

Koranic school 2 0.7
primary 17 5.9
secondary 100 34.8
college 57 19.9
illiterate 111 38.7

Total 287 100.0

Age

N %

716 3 1.0
17–30 132 46.2
31–40 94 32.9
41–50 42 14.7
50þ 15 5.2

Total 286 100.0

Sector

N % cit.

Rural 133 46.3
Urban 154 53.7
Total 287 100.0

Neighbourhood

N % cit.

Popular 206 71.8
Middle class 33 11.5
Upper class 48 16.7

Total 287 100.0

Salary Range

N %

71000Dh 92 32.1
1001–2000Dh 78 27.2
2000–3000Dh 73 25.4
3000–5000Dh 27 9.4
5000þ 17 5.9

Total 287 100.0

Parents’ Occupation

N % cit.

Unemployed 23 8.0
Artisan 27 9.4
Daily 23 8.0
Official 67 23.4
High official 0 0.0
Other 42 14.7
Peasant/farmer 104 36.4

Total 286 100.0
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Results of the Legislative Elections in Morocco

(1984, 1993, 1997, 2002 and 2007)

Morocco 1984 Legislative Election

Chamber House of Representatives
Dates of Election 14 September 1984*
Voter Turnout 67.4%
Number of Seats Available 306**
Length of Legislative Term 5 years

Number of Seats

Percentage

of SeatsDirect Indirect Total

Constitutional Union (UC) 56 27 83 27.1
National Assembly of Independents (RNI) 39 22 61 19.9
Popular Movement (MP) 31 16 47 15.3
Independence Party (Istiqlal) 24 17 41 13.3
Socialist Union of Popular Forces (USFP) 35 1 36 11.7
National Democratic Party (PND) 15 9 24 7.8
Moroccan Labor Union (UMT) 0 5 5 1.6
Democratic Confederation of Labor (CDT) 0 3 3 0.9
General Union of Moroccan Workers (UGTM) 2 0 2 0.6
Party of Progress and Socialism (PPS) 2 0 2 0.6
Organization for Democratic and Popular Action (OADP) 1 0 1 0.3
Social Center Party (PCS) 1 0 1 0.3

Notes: *Balloting for 100 indirectly elected members took place on 2 October 1984.
**206 members were directly elected, 100 indirectly elected.

Morocco 1993 Legislative Election

Chamber House of Representatives
Dates of Election 25 June 1993*
Voter Turn out 62.8%
Number of Seats Available 333**
Length of Legislative Term 5 years

Number of Seats

Percentage

of SeatsDirect Indirect Total

Constitutional Union (UC) 27 27 54 16.2
Socialist Union of Popular Forces (USFP) 48 4 52 15.6
Popular Movement (MP) 33 18 51 15.3
Independence Party (Istiqlal) 43 7 50 15
National Assembly of Independents (RNI) 28 13 41 12.3
Popular National Movement (MNP) 14 11 25 7.5
National Democratic Party (PND) 14 10 24 7.2
Party of Progress and Socialism (PPS) 6 4 10 3
Democratic Party for Independence (PDI) 3 6 9 2.7
Action Party (PA) 2 0 2 0.6
Organization for Democratic and Popular Action (OADP) 2 0 2 0.6
Independents 2 2 4 1
Candidates affiliated with labour organizations 0 9 9 2.7

Notes: *Indirect election took place on 17 September 1993.
**222 members were directly elected, 111 indirectly elected.
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Morocco 1997 Legislative Election

Chamber House of Representatives
Date of Election 14 November 1997
Voter Turn out 58.3%
Number of Seats Available 325
Length of Legislative Term 5 years

Number of

Seats

Percentage

of Seats

Socialist Union of Popular Forces (USFP) 57 17.5
Constitutional Union (UC) 50 15.3
National Assembly of Independents (RNI) 46 14.1
Popular Movement (MP) 40 12.3
Independence Party (PI) 32 9.8
Democratic and Social Movement (MDS) 32 9.8
Popular National Movement (MNP) 19 5.8
National Democratic Party (PND) 10 3
Popular Constitutional and Democratic Movement (MPCD) 9 2.7
Democratic Forces Front (FFD) 9 2.7
Party for Renewal and Progress (PRP) 9 2.7
Socialist Democratic Party (PSD) 5 1.5
Organization for Democratic and Popular Action (OADP) 4 1.2
Action Party (PA) 2 0.6
Democratic Party for Independence (PDI) 1 0.3

Morocco 2002 Legislative Election

Chamber House of Representatives
Date of Election 27 September 2002
Voter Turnout 51.6%
Number of Seats Available 325
Length of Legislative Term 5 years

Number

of Seats

Percentage

of Seats

Socialist Union of Popular Forces (USFP) 50 15.38
Independence Party (PI-Istiqlal) 48 14.77
Popular Constitutional and Democratic Movement/
Justice and Development Party (MPCD/PJD)

42 12.92

National Assembly of Independents (RNI) 41 12.62
Popular Movement (MP) 27 8.31
Popular National Movement (MNP) 18 5.54
Constitutional Union (UC) 16 4.92
Democratic Forces Front (FFD) 12 3.69
National Democratic Party (PND) 12 3.69
Party of Progress and Socialism (PPS) 11 3.38
Democratic Union (UD) 10 3.08
Democratic and Social Movement (MDS) 7 2.15
Socialist Democratic Party (PSD) 6 1.85
Democratic Party for Independence (PDI) 2 0.62
Others 23 7.08
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Morocco 2007 Legislative Election

Chamber House of Representatives
Date of Election 7 September 2007
Voter Turnout 37%
Number of Seats Available 325
Length of Legislative Term 5 years

Number

of Seats

Percentage

of Seats

Independence Party (PI-Istiqlal) 52 16
Justice and Development Party (PJD) 46 14.1
Popular Movement (MP) 41 12.6
National Assembly of Independents (RNI) 39 12
Socialist Union of Popular Forces (USFP) 38 11.6
Constitutional Union (UC) 27 8.3
Party of Progress and Socialism (PPS) 17 5.2
National Democratic Party PND-Al Ahd
(Union PND-Al Ahd)

14 4.3

Front of Democratic Forces (FFD) 9 2.7
Democratic and Social Movement (MDS) 9 2.7
Union PADS-CNI-PSU 6 1.8
Labour Party (PT) 5 1.5
Environment and Development Party 5 1.5
Party of Renewal and Equity (PRE) 4 1.2
Socialist Party (PS) 2 0.6
Moroccan Union for Democracy (UMD) 2 0.6
Citizens’ Forces (FC) 1 0.3
Alliance of Liberties (AL) 1 0.3
Citizenship and Development Initiative (ICD) 1 0.3
Party of Renaissance and Virtue (PRV) 1 0.3
Others 5 1.5
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