
resource for helping less-developed coun
tries plan and implement population and
family planning studies, action and train
ing programs.

A.I.D. dollar assistance to population
and family planning programs in develop
ing countries has increased from $2.1 mil
lion in FY 1965 to $34.7 million in the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1968, plus local
currencies in 1968 valued at $50 million,
generated by U.S. food aid. For the cur
rent fiscal year (1969), the Congress has
increased to $50 million the funds ear
marked for population and family plan
ning within the Foreign Assistance Act.

THE A.I.D. POPULATION AND FAMILY PLANNING
PROGRAM-GOALS, SCOPE, AND PROGRESS

R. T. RAVENHOLT*

The first official public recommenda
tion that the United States Government
provide assistance, on request, to help na
tions deal with their population problems,
was the Report of President Eisenhower's
Committee to Study the United States
Military Assistance Program, chaired by
General William H. Draper, Jr. l That re
port, when issued in 1959, was greeted
with criticism and was disavowed by the
president.

Yet hardly three years later (Decem
ber, 1962)a State Department official- in a
major speech before the United Nations
General Assembly, offered such assistance
openly, and shortly thereafter (April,
1963) this position was affirmed by the EVOLUTION OF THE A.I.D. POPULATION

late President Kennedy. 3 AND FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAM

In January, 1965, President Johnson A.I.D. assistance in this new field was
announced, "I will seek new ways to use initially concentrated on strengthening
our knowledge to help deal with the explo- educational and research institutions,
sion in world population and the growing both in the U.S. and in developing coun
scarcity in world resourcea,"! and under tries, to provide the manpower and leader
that mandate the Agency for Interna- ship urgently needed for rapid develop
tional Development began its program of ment of effective population/family plan
assistance for population and family plan- ning programs in developing countries.
ning in the developing countries. During 1965 grants were made to the

During the three years since that time, University of North Carolina and to Johns
A.J.D. has emerged as the largest single Hopkins University for establishment of

* Director, Population Service Office of the population centers; to other U.S. and
War on Hunger Agency for International Devel- Latin American institutions for popula
opment, tion studies, to the International Planned

1 W. H. Draper, Jr., et al. The Population Parenthood Federation and The Popula
Question. In the Composite Report of The Presi- tion Council for augmentation of their ac
dent's Committee To Study the United States ... . 11 . A' d
Military Assistance Program (Washington, D.C.: tivities, espeota y in Latm menca; an
August 17, 1959). to a number of organizations and institu-

l Richard N. Gardner, "Economic Develop- tions for special studies and conferences.
ment, and the United Nations," Department of In 1966 the U.S. Congress indicated its
State Bulletin, Vol. 48, No. 1228 (January 7, support of assistance to voluntary family
1963). planning efforts overseas in two laws: both

• John F. Kennedy, President, Press Confer- the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as
ence of April 24, 1963, New York Times (April 25, amended, and the Food for Peace Act of
1963), page 15.

t L. B. Johnson, President, State of the Union 1966 added new specific provisions con
Message to the U.S. Congress, January 5, 1965. cerning the use of United States owned or
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controlled foreign currencies, largely- ac
crued through sale of United States com
modities abroad, to assist family planning
programs in countries requesting such
help.

At the end of 1966, the Secretary of
State, the A.I.D. Administrator, the Act
ing Director of the Peace Corps and the
Director of the U.S. Information Agency,
in a joint policy statement, announced
that their agencies would give high prior
ity to programs designed to limit excessive
rates of population growth and to increase
food production. U.S. Ambassadors and
Mission Directors were instructed to con
sider the problems and requirements of
the population crisis among their principal
concerns and responsibilities.

Early in 1967 the pace quickened. Pres
ident Johnson established the Office of
War on Hunger within A.I.D. to focus in
creased attention toward solution of the
problems of population, food production,
health and nutrition. Therewith the Popu
lation Branch of the Health Service meta
morphosed into the Population Service,
with increasing capability to provide lead
ership and technical guidance for A.I.D.'s
work in the population field.

Simultaneously, an increase in the staff
of the Population Service from 4 to 28 was
authorized, followed by increases in the
population staff of the Regional Bureaus/
Washington and in the USAID Missions
abroad. Population officers were desig
nated in all country missions and posts.
By the end of fiscal 1968 there were 55
professional personnel in A.I.D. devoting
all or most of their time to population and
family planning activities.

Another fundamental advance in U.S.
assistance was made in 1967 with adop
tion ofan A.I.D. policy making contracep
tives eligible for financing in assistance
programs.s- 6, 7 and thus enabling the

I "U.S. Ready To Give 'The Pill' to Poor Na
tions," The Baltimore Sun (April 6, 1967).

• Guidelines for Assistance to Population Pro
grams, M. O. 1612.57 (Agency for International
Development, September 15, 1967).

Agency to offer a full spectrum of assist
ance to family planning programs.

On September 15, 1967, A.I.D. issue:
its Guidelines for Assistance to Popukuioi
Programs, stating the policies, objectives
operating principles, priorities, and proce
dures which would guide its assistanc
efforts in this field.

The fundamental principles upon whicl
A.I.D. population policy is based are:

(1) Help is given to country program
in response to specific requests. It is tl
stimulate and supplement a country's owi
efforts.

(2) Programs eligible for assistance ar
those in which individual participation i
wholly voluntary and in which each indi
vidual is free to choose from among avail
able methods those methods of famil;
planning in keeping with his or her be
liefs, culture, and personal wishes.

(3) A.I.D. does not advocate any spe
cifio population policy for another COUll

try, nor any particular method of famil
planning. Its aim is to provide needed as
sistance upon request so that people every
where may enjoy the fundamental free
dom of controlling their reproductior
health, and welfare as they desire.

KINDS OF ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

A.I.D. provides assistance for man.
facets of population and family plannin
programs. Assistance is extended for sta
training within the cooperating eountrj
in U.S. institutions and in third countrie
In addition, aid may include provision (
essential program commodities such II

contraceptives, help in establishing an
equipping facilities, equipment for sue
needs as transportation and educatior
and help in meeting research, evaluatior
and information needs.

Such help may be made availabl
through grants or loans, or both, includin
dollars for purchase of commodities in th
United States and local currency gran1
for program purposes.

7 "Population Control: U.S. AID Prograi
Leaps Forward," Science 159:615 (9 Februai
1968).


